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Dr. Conrad Murray reacts 
after the jury returns with a 
guilty verdict in his involuntary 
manslaughter trial Monday 
Nov. 7, 2011 in a Los Angeles 
courtroom . Murray was 
convicted Monday of involunta^ 
manslaughter after a trial 
painted him as a recking 
caregiver who adminis ter ed 
a lethal dose of a powerful 
anesthetic that killed the 
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Pressure mounts on Italy’s 


Berlusconi to quit 


FRANCES D’EMILIO 
VICTOR L. SIMPSON 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italy became 
the latest target in Europe's 
financial crisis Monday, as 
soaring borrowing rates 
intensified pressure on Pre¬ 
mier Silvio Berlusconi to re¬ 
sign and let a new govern¬ 
ment reform the country’s 
spendthrift ways. 

Berlusconi batted away 
reports that he was con¬ 
sidering stepping down in 
favor of early elections, 
saying they were “with¬ 
out foundation." But the 
prospect of financial di¬ 
saster was real because of 
Italy’s huge debts and slow 
growth. Unlike Greece, Ire¬ 
land and Portugal — the 
three countries that Europe 
has already bailed out — 
Italy’s economy could be 
too large to rescue. 
Investors want the govern¬ 
ment to quickly pass mea¬ 
sures to boost growth and 
cut debt. But defections 
from Berlusconi’s coalition 


government mean he no 
longer commands enough 
loyalty to pass the reforms. 


Increasingly, Berlusconi is 
himself being seen as the 
problem. 

If Berlusconi should resign 
or lose a confidence vote. 


President Giorgio Napoli- 
tano would decide wheth¬ 
er to call early elections. 


or name a government of 
technocrats rather than 
politicians. The most widely 
discussed name to lead a 
technical government is 


Mario Monti, the former EU 
competition commissioner 
who once blocked Gen¬ 
eral Electric's takeover of 
Honeywell. The opposition 
center-left has long de¬ 
manded the resignation of 
Berlusconi, citing sex scan¬ 
dals, criminal prosecutions 
and legislative priorities it 
says are aimed at protect¬ 
ing his own business inter¬ 
ests rather than those of 
the country. However, it 
has failed to come up with 
a leader who can ener¬ 
gize the base and create a 
credible program, leaving 
the opposition divided and 
rudderless. The ultimate 
fear is that Italy cannot pay 
for its €1.9 trillion ($2.6 tril¬ 
lion) debt and would need 
international help. Europe 
would struggle with a bail¬ 
out that large, meaning a 
default that could break 
up the 17-nation eurozone 
and drag down the global 
economy. During a G-20 
summit last week, Berlusconi 
had to ask the International 


Monetary Fund to moni¬ 
tor the country's reform ef¬ 
forts, a humiliating step for 
the eurozone's third-largest 
economy. 

The yield on Italy's 10-year 
bonds jumped another 
0.42 of a percentage point 
Monday to 6.67 percent, its 
highest level since the euro 
was established in 1999. 
That is drawing uncomfort¬ 
ably near the 7 percent 
threshold that forced both 
Ireland and Portugal to ac¬ 
cept bailouts. As yields rise, 
governments must devote 
more of their national bud¬ 
gets simply to paying inter¬ 
est costs, creating a vicious 
circle of debt. 

When traders thought early 
Monday that Berlusconi 
might resign, those borrow¬ 
ing rates eased. But later in 
the day, when it was clear 
the 75-year-old would not 
leave willingly, rates shot 
up again, reflecting mar¬ 
ket fears that he is not the 
leader who can turn Italy 
around. □ 



Ukrainian women’s rights group Femen, painted in colors of 
the Italian flag, take part in a demonstration staged by the 
Italian Democratic party to protest against Italian Premier Silvio 
Berlusconi in Rome. — Italy became the latest target in Europe’s 
financial crisis Monday, as soaring borrowing rates intensified 
pressure on Premier Silvio Berlusconi to resign and let a new 
government reform the country’s spendthrift ways. 

(AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito) 
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Jackson doctor convicted in star’s drug death 


LINDA DEUTSCH 
AP Special Correspondent 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Jackson’s doctor 
was convicted Monday 
of involuntary manslaugh¬ 
ter in the pop star’s death 
for supplying an insomnia- 
plagued Jackson with a 
powerful operating-room 
anesthetic to help him 
sleep as he rehearsed for 
his big comeback. 

Dr. Conrad Murray sat 
stone-faced, chin held 
high, as he heard the ver¬ 
dict that could send him to 
prison for up to four years 
and cost him his license 
to practice medicine. He 
was handcuffed and im¬ 
mediately led off to jail 
without bail to await sen¬ 
tencing Nov. 29. 

The verdict marked the 
latest chapter in one of 
pop culture’s most shock¬ 
ing tragedies — the 2009 
drug-overdose death of 
the King of Pop at age 50. 
He was about to mount a 
series of heavily promoted 
concerts in London that 
he hoped would turn his 
career around after a slide 
prompted by child-mo¬ 
lestation allegations and 
years of bizarre behavior. 

A shriek broke the silence 
in the packed courtroom 
when the jury’s decision 
was read, and the crowd 
outside the courthouse 
erupted in cheers. Jubilant 
Jackson fans sang “Beat 
It” and held signs that read 
“Guilty” and “Killer.” Drivers 
honked their horns. 
Members of Jackson’s fam¬ 


ily wept, and his mother, 
Katherine Jackson, said, 
“I feel better now.” His sis¬ 
ter La Toya said she was 
overjoyed and added: “Mi¬ 
chael was looking over us." 
Members of the jury were 
escorted from the building 
and not available for com¬ 
ment. 

Later in the day, defense 
attorney Ed Chernoff said 
the verdict was a disap¬ 
pointment and would be 
appealed. Asked how Mur¬ 
ray took the verdict, Cher¬ 
noff said, “he’s a pretty 


strong guy.” 

Regarding Murray’s future, 
he said, “the keys to his 
handcuffs belong to the 
judge. We certainly would 
like to do anything we can 
to keep him from going to 
prison.” 

The jury deliberated less 
than nine hours after a six- 


week trial that depicted 
Jackson as a tormented 
genius on the brink of what 
might have been his great¬ 
est triumph but for one im¬ 
pediment — extreme in¬ 
somnia. 

Jackson's death marked 
the end of an incredible rise 
to fame from his humble 
beginnings. The tiny pow¬ 
erhouse singer and dancer 
with the magnetic smile 
enchanted audiences and 
elevated the Jackson Five 
to the top of the pop music 
world. 


As a solo adult act, the self- 
anointed King of Pop sold 
out concerts and topped 
the recording charts with 
albums such as 1982’s 
“Thriller," which remains the 
biggest-selling album of all 
time, with more than 100 
million copies sold world¬ 
wide. 


His public life, however, 
eventually became a sur¬ 
real depiction of the toll of 
celebrity. He went on wild 
spending sprees, married 
and divorced Lisa Marie 
Presley and Debbie Rowe, 
and had three children 
who were kept disguised in 
masks because he feared 
their kidnapping. 

When he was tried and 
acquitted of child moles¬ 
tation in 2005, Jackson ap¬ 
peared to fall apart, mov¬ 
ing to the Middle East and 
other countries in search of 
a new life. 

The comeback concerts in 
London were his chance 
for redemption. Mindful of 
the physical requirements, 
he hired Murray as his pri¬ 
vate doctor. 

Prosecutors portrayed 
the 58-year-old Murray as 
an incompetent doctor 
who administered propo¬ 
fol — an extremely potent 
anesthetic normally used 
during surgery — in Jack¬ 
son's bedroom without 
adequate safeguards and 
botched his care when 
things went wrong. 

Murray, who did not testify, 
told police that he adminis¬ 
tered only a small dose on 
the day Jackson died. And 
his lawyers blamed Jack- 
son for his own death, say¬ 
ing the singer gave himself 
an extra, lethal dose while 
Murray wasn't watching. 
Prosecutors said that the¬ 
ory was crazy and argued 
that, in any case, Murray 
should not have left Jack- 
son alone. 


The jury was not asked to 
determine whether Murray 
actually gave Jackson the 
fatal dose, only whether he 
was primarily responsible 
for the singer's death. 
Deputy District Attorney 
David Walgren extended 
his sympathies to the Jack- 
son family, who “lost not a 
pop icon, but a son and a 
father.” 

In Las Vegas, a former Mur¬ 
ray patient and current 
friend, Donna DiGiacomo, 
sobbed and said the jury 
was under “overwhelming 
pressure to convict.” 
Testimony came from med¬ 
ical experts, household 
employees and Murray’s 
former girlfriends, among 
others. 

The most shocking mo¬ 
ments, however, came 
when prosecutors dis¬ 
played a large picture of 
Jackson's gaunt, lifeless 
body on a hospital gurney 
and played his drugged, 
slurred voice, as recorded 
by Murray just weeks be¬ 
fore the singer's death. 
Jackson talked about his 
hope of cementing a lega¬ 
cy larger than that of Elvis 
Presley or the Beatles. 

“We have to be phenome¬ 
nal,” he said about his “This 
Is It” concerts in London. 
“When people leave this 
show, when people leave 
my show, I want them to 
say, ‘I’ve never seen noth¬ 
ing like this in my life. Go. 
Go. I’ve never seen noth¬ 
ing like this. Go. It’s amaz¬ 
ing. He's the greatest en¬ 
tertainer in the world.’ ”□ 



Demonstrators stand outside the Criminal Justice Center in 
downtown Los Angeles, Monday, Nov. 7, 2011 after it was 
announced that jurors had reached a verdict in the involuntary 
manslaughter trial of Dr. Conrad Murray, Michael Jackson’s 
physician when the pop star died in 2009. 

(AP Photo/Nick Ut) 
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4th accuser details Cain sexual advance 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
woman publicly accused 
Republican presidential 
candidate Herman Cain 
on Monday of making a 
crude sexual advance 
while she sought help 
finding a job in the 1990s, 
deepening a sexual ha¬ 
rassment scandal that 
threatens to undermine the 
political newcomer’s sur¬ 
prisingly strong bid for the 
White House. 

Sharon Bialek is the fourth 
woman to accuse Cain 
of sexual harassment, but 
the first one to make her 
allegations public. She 
claimed Cain reached un¬ 
der her skirt and pulled her 
head toward his crotch af¬ 
ter she had sought his help 
finding a job. 

Cain has denied all the alle¬ 
gations and his campaign 
quickly issued a statement 
rejecting Bialek’s accusa¬ 
tions after her news confer¬ 
ence. 

Bialek’s accusations mark 
a dangerous turn for Cain, 
who has struggled for more 
than a week to shake the 
scandal. An upstart in the 


Iranian efforts to build nuclear weapons, some Republican 
candidates seeking the presidential nomination have 
addressed the issue, in favor of an attack on Iran's nuclear 
weapons program by either Israeli or U.S. forces. 

(Daniel Acker/The New York Times) 

GOP candidates talk tough on Iran 

RICHARD A. OPPEL JR 
© 2011 New York Times 

As U.N. inspectors prepare to unveil a new report on 
Iranian efforts to build nuclear weapons, some Repub¬ 
lican presidential candidates have taken increasingly 
forceful tones on the issue, saying they would sanc¬ 
tion or consider supporting an attack on Iran's nuclear 
weapons program by either Israel or the United States. 
The party’s hawkishness was evident last week as five 
major Republican rivals campaigned in Iowa. In an 
interview at a factory outside Des Moines, Iowa, Gov. 
Rick Perry of Texas, asked whether he would back a 
pre-emptive Israeli strike on Iran’s nuclear program, 
told CNN he would support Israeli efforts “up to and 
including military action.” 

Rick Santorum, the former Pennsylvania senator, de¬ 
scribed Iran as an “enemy” on Friday night in Des 
Moines at a dinner of almost 1,000 of the state’s most 
important Republican activists. In an interview, he said 
he would “stand shoulder to shoulder” in support of Is¬ 
rael if it launched a pre-emptive attack and that he 
would also back direct U.S. military support if requested 
by Israel. 

The issue holds particular resonance now amid numer¬ 
ous reports that U.N. inspectors will state this week that 
Iran has moved closer to being capable of building a 
nuclear weapon, and as Israel has been debating a 
more confrontational posture toward Iran.Q 
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Sharon Bialek, a Chicago-area woman, addresses a news con¬ 
ference at the Friars Club, Monday, Nov. 7,2011, in New York. Bi¬ 
alek accused Republican presidential contender Herman Cain 
of making an unwanted sexual advance against her in 1997. She 
says she wants to provide “a face and a voice” to support other 
accusers who have so far remained anonymous. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


presidential race, Cain shot 
to the top of public opinion 
polls in recent weeks and 
has emerged, however 
temporarily, as the main 
conservative challenger to 
Mitt Romney. 

The Republican nomi¬ 
nee will oppose President 
Barack Obama in next 
year’s election. 

So far, there has been lit¬ 


tle indication that the ac¬ 
cusations have cost Cain 
support from Republicans, 
especially as he has ac¬ 
cused liberals and the me¬ 
dia — two of conservatives’ 
favorite targets — of trying 
to smear him. But until now, 
none of the details behind 
the accusations had been 
disclosed. 

Bialek said she had come 


forward about the incident 
in 1997 to provide “a face 
and a voice" to support 
other accusers who have so 
far remained anonymous in 
their charges against Cain. 
“Come clean,” Bialek chal¬ 
lenged Cain, demanding 
he confess to any inappro¬ 
priate behavior with her or 
other women. 

Cain's campaign instantly 
issued a denial. “All allega¬ 
tions of harassment against 
Mr. Cain are false," it said. 
Bialek, who was introduced 
at the New York news con¬ 
ference by lawyer Gloria 
Allred, said she had worked 


for the educational foun¬ 
dation of the National Res¬ 
taurant Association in 1996- 
1997. Cain was head of the 
trade group at the time. 
Bialek was terminated by 
the foundation but had 
become acquainted with 
Cain at official functions 
in the presence, she said, 
of her physician boyfriend. 
After she was let go by the 
foundation she said the 
boyfriend suggested she 
ask Cain’s help in finding 
another job. She said she 
traveled to Washington in 
July 1997 to meet person¬ 
ally with Cain.Q 



Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-Minn.), a candidate for the 
Republican presidential nomination, speaks with supporters 
during a Dallas County GOP event in Adel, Iowa. As United 
Nations inspectors prepare to unveil a new report on 
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Voters to choose 2 governors, decide ballot issues 



COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Votes on union rights and 
President Barack Obama’s 
health care law in the bat¬ 
tleground state of Ohio 
could hold hints of whether 
Democrats can rebound 
from their sweeping losses 
last year, just a year from 
the presidential election. 
Regardless of the ballot 
questions and key politi¬ 
cal races in Tuesday's off- 
year election, most experts 
agree the most important 
factor in 2012 remains the 
stubbornly weak economy. 
“If the economy were to 
turn around in the next 
year, that's going to mat¬ 
ter a lot more than what 
happens in ballot issues,” 
said political analyst Justin 
Buchler. 

But two ballot measures in 
Ohio — a Midwestern in¬ 
dustrial state which could 
prove pivotal in determin¬ 
ing the outcome of the 
2012 presidential election 
— could point to whether 
voters are growing disen¬ 
chanted with the Republi¬ 
cans they voted into office 
in 2010. 

In Ohio, voters will decide 
whether to repeal a law 
severely limiting the col¬ 
lective bargaining rights of 
more than 350,000 teach¬ 
ers, firefighters, police offi¬ 
cers and other public em¬ 
ployees, and whether to 
prohibit people from being 
required to buy health in¬ 
surance as part of the na¬ 
tional health care overhaul 
supported by Obama. 

A vote against the health 
care law would be mostly 
symbolic, but Republican 
opponents of the measure 
hope to use the vote as 
part of a legal challenge. 
Recent polls suggest vot¬ 
ers are leaning toward re¬ 
jection of the collective 
bargaining law, but the fi¬ 
nal tally could be close. If 
approved, it would permit 
workers to negotiate on 
wages but not on pensions 
or health care benefits. It 
also bans public-worker 
strikes, scraps binding arbi¬ 
tration and eliminates an¬ 
nual pay raises for teach¬ 
ers. 

The vote will be a referen¬ 
dum on the state's new Re¬ 
publican Gov. John Kasich, 
who pushed strongly for 


AFL-CIO president Richard 
Trumka, center, leaves Labor¬ 
ers Local 310’s union hall in 
Cleveland Monday, Nov. 7, 
2011. Trumpka spoke to local 
union members and college 
students before heading out 
to knock on doors and talk to 
voters urging opposition to a 
ballot issue that would keep a 
law limiting the collective bar¬ 
gaining rights of hundreds of 
thousands of public workers. 
(AP Photo/Mark Duncan) 

the legislation after Repub¬ 
licans gained a firm hold on 
the state legislature in 2010. 
The outcome will also be 
closely watched by presi¬ 
dential candidates as a 
gauge of the Ohio elector¬ 
ate, which is seen as a bell¬ 


wether. 

No Republican has won 
the White House without 
Ohio, and only two Demo¬ 


crats did so in more than a 
century. 

Tuesday’s elections also in¬ 
clude governors’ races in 


Mississippi and Kentucky. In 
both states, the governors’ 
offices are expected to 
stay in the hands of incum¬ 
bent parties, perhaps indi¬ 
cating that voters aren’t 
ready to abandon their 
loyalties. 

The governors' races will be 
closely watched by both 
parties, since governors 
can marshal resources and 
get-out-the-vote efforts 
crucial to any White House 
candidate. 

In Mississippi, Lt. Gov. Phil 
Bryant appears poised to 
keep the governor's man¬ 
sion in Republican hands, 
succeeding Haley Barbour, 
who toyed briefly with a run 
for presidentO 
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After deaths. Pastor’s advocacy of spanking under scrutiny 


ERIK ECKHOLM 
© 2011 New York Times 
PLEASANTVILLE, Tenn. - Af¬ 
ter services at the Church 
at Cane Creek on a re¬ 
cent Sunday, a few dozen 
families held a potluck pic¬ 
nic and giggling children 
played pin the tail on the 
donkey. 

The white-bearded 

preacher, Michael Pearl, 
who delivered his sermon 
in stained work pants, and 
his wife, Debi, mixed warm¬ 
ly with the families drawn 
to their evangelical minis¬ 
try, including some of their 
grandchildren. 

The pastoral mood in the 
hills of Tennessee offered a 
stark contrast to the storm 
raging around the country 
over the Pearls’ teachings 
on child discipline, which 
advocate systematic use 
of “the rod” to teach tod¬ 
dlers to submit to authority. 
The methods, seen as com¬ 
mon sense by some grate¬ 
ful parents and as horrific 
by others, are modeled, 
Michael Pearl is fond of 


saying, on “the same prin¬ 
ciples the Amish use to train 
their stubborn mules.” 
Debate over the Pearls’ 
teachings, first seen on 


Christian websites, gained 
new intensity with the 
death of a third child, with 
all three deaths allegedly 
at the hands of parents 


who kept the Pearls' book, 
“To Train Up a Child,” in 
their homes. On Sept. 29, 
the parents were charged 
with homicide by abuse 
and are awaiting trial. 

More than 670,000 copies 
of the Pearls’ self-published 
book are in circulation 
and it is especially popular 
among Christian home- 
schoolers, who praise it in 
their magazines and on 


ADAM LIPTAK 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Su¬ 
preme Court on Monday 
agreed to hear a pair of 
cases on whether sen¬ 
tencing young teenagers 
involved in killings to die in 
prison violates the Eighth 
Amendment’s ban on cru¬ 
el and unusual punishment. 
Last year, in Graham v. 
Florida, the court ruled that 
that sentencing juvenile of¬ 
fenders to life without the 
possibility of parole was un¬ 
constitutional - but only for 
crimes that did not involve 
killings. The decision af¬ 
fected about 130 prisoners 
convicted of committing 
crimes like rape, armed 
robbery and kidnapping 
before they turned 18. 
Human rights groups say 
there are more than 2,000 
juvenile offenders serv- 


their websites. The Pearls’ 
provide instructions on us¬ 
ing a switch, from as early 
as six months, to discour¬ 
age misbehavior and de¬ 
scribe how to make use 
of implements for hitting 
on the arms, legs or back, 
including a quarter-inch 
flexible plumbing line that, 
Michael Pearl notes, “can 
be rolled up and carried in 
your pocket.”□ 


ing sentences of life with¬ 
out parole. Writing for the 
majority in Graham, Jus¬ 
tice Anthony M. Kennedy 
said that only the United 
States and perhaps Israel 
imposed the punishment 
even for homicides com¬ 
mitted by juveniles. 

The follow-up cases the 
court agreed to hear Mon¬ 
day concern a subcatego¬ 
ry of the remaining group 
- those who were 14 or 
younger when they were 
involved in murders. There 
are about 70 such prison¬ 
ers, according to the Equal 
Justice Initiative, a nonprof¬ 
it law firm in Alabama that 
represents the two inmates 
in the new cases. 

Focusing on very young 
offenders may be a good 
strategy for opponents of 
harsh punishment, and it 
has worked before. □ 



Parents and children pick corn together with Michael Pearl dur¬ 
ing a Sunday service and picnic at Cane Creek Church, where 
Pearl speaks, in Pleasantville, Tenn., Sept. 16, 2011. The self-pub¬ 
lished book, “To Train Up A Child,” by Pearl and his wife, Debi, is 
under scrutiny for its teachings on child discipline after the third 
reported violent death of a child at the hands of parents who fol¬ 
lowed the Pearl’s book. 

(Josh Anderson/The New York Times) 
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Judge OKs $410M settlement 
for Bank of America 


CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — A federal 
judge on Monday gave fi¬ 
nal approval fo a $410 mil¬ 
lion sefflemenf in a class- 
acfion lawsuit affecting 
more than 13 million Bank 
of America customers who 
had debit card overdrafts 
during the past decade. 
Senior U.S. District Judge 
James Lawrence King said 
the agreement was fair 


and reasonable, even 
though it drew criticism 
from some customers be¬ 
cause they would only re¬ 
ceive a fraction of what 
they paid in overdraft fees. 
The fees were usually $35 
per occurrence. “It’s re¬ 
ally undisputed that this is 
one of the largest settle¬ 
ments ever in a consumer 
case,” said Aaron Pod- 
hurst, a lead attorney for 
the customer class. The 


settlement became final a 
week after Charlotte, North 
Carolina-based Bank of 
America backed off a plan 
to charge a $5 monthly fee 
for debit-card purchases. 
The outcry prompted oth¬ 
er major banks, including 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. 
and Wells Fargo & Co., to 
cancel trial tests of their 
own debit card fees. 

Bank attorney Laurence 
Hutt said 13.2 million Bank 


Sleepy Georgia town stirred 
by terrorist allegations 



A police officer looks on as a van carrying four men accused in 
a terror plot leaves a federal courtroom in Gainesville, Ga. The 
four suspected militia members allegedly boasted of a “bucket 
list” of government officials who needed to be “taken out"; talk¬ 
ed about scattering ricin from a plane or a car speeding down a 
highway past major U.S. cities; and scouted IRS and ATF offices, 
with one man saying, “We’d have to blow the whole building 
like Timothy McVeigh." 

(AP Photo/John Bazemore) 


Craig Schneider 
© 2011 Cox Newspapers 
TOCCOA, Ga. -- This time of 
year, people come to this 
small city in North Georgia 
to enjoy the mountains and 
peaceful vistas of chang¬ 
ing fall colors. Toccoa, lo¬ 
cated near the South Car¬ 
olina line and nearly 100 
miles from Atlanta, typically 
isn’t a place that creates 
giant headlines. Residents 
kid that most of the news is 
really just gossip. 

But this city of 8,000 people 
rocketed into national at¬ 
tention after three of its 
residents were charged 
last week with allegedly 
planning domestic terror¬ 
ist strikes that would have 
included assassinations of 
government officials, blow¬ 
ing up federal buildings 
and spreading the highly 
toxic poison ricin along the 
highways of major cities. 


"Toccoa is not a big ter¬ 
rorist conglomerate,” said 
Todd Chapman, 40, who 


described his hometown 
as "a little bigger than 
Mayberry. ”□ 



This photo taken Oct. 14, 2011, shows a customer at a Bank of 
America ATM in Hialeah, Fla. A federal judge on Monday gave 
final approval to a $410 million settlement in a class-action law¬ 
suit affecting more than 13 million Bank of America customers 
who had debit card overdrafts during the past decade. 

(AP Photo/Alan Diaz) 


of America customers who 
had debit cards between 
January 2001 and May 
2011 would get some pay¬ 
ment. 

Those who still have ac¬ 
counts would get an auto¬ 
matic credit and the others 
would get a check mailed 
to them. No one would 


have to take any action 
or fill out any paperwork. 
Barry Himmelstein, an attor¬ 
ney for customers who ob¬ 
jected to the deal, said he 
calculated that the bank 
actually raked in $4.5 billion 
through the overdraft fees 
and was repaying less than 
10 percent.Q 
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At Gadhafi’s former lair, the thrill of commerce 


ADAM NOSSITER 
TRIPOLI, Libya - Toothpaste 
and moisturizing cream, af¬ 
tershave, shoes, sheep and 
dogs, pigeons, toilet plung¬ 
ers and bicycle pumps now 
populate the once-forbid¬ 
den grounds that were the 
Brother Leader’s private do¬ 
main, a sudden reversal of 
fortune that must rank with 
the Sack of Rome in its com¬ 
pleteness. Up to five months 
ago anyone lingering near 
the Bab al-Aziziya complex, 
much less trying to buy a 
mattress there, could expect 
arrest. 

Once Moammar Gadhafi's 
sprawling and secretive 
walled compound inside the 
capital, Bab al-Aziziya has 
been pillaged and turned 
over to the people in a big 
way. He was killed more than 
two weeks ago, but his de¬ 
feat is re-enacted daily in 
thousands of people’s vic¬ 
tories at what was the cen¬ 
ter of his power. It is now a 
testament to the humbling 
of power: messy fields of 
smashed concrete, iron rods 
and mud. 

The community has filled 
the vacuum of Gadhafi's 
demise, transforming fhis 
once spectacularly symbolic 
place into the most ordinary 
of locations. It is no longer 
an element in the alchemy 
of Gadhafi, but merely the 
backdrop to a Friday market, 
with vendors and shoppers 
competing in nonchalance 
amid the grim history of their 
surroundings.Every day, fami¬ 
lies tour the still-smoky re¬ 
mains with quiet glee. Where 
Gadhafi received foreign 
leaders, made bellicose tele¬ 
vised speeches or simply en¬ 
joyed his nicely landscaped 



People walk by a shoe stand at a market set up around Moam¬ 
mar Gadhafi's destroyed Bab al-Aziziya compound in Tripoli, 
Libya. The novelty of a dictator's compound turned open-air 
bazaar continues to astonish and delight Libyans. 

(Mauricio Lima/The New York Times) 


swimming pool, small chil¬ 
dren armed with plastic 
rifles now romp. 

Mothers and fathers from 
fhe provinces look on with 
quiet satisfaction; even 
those who did not take 
up arms against Gad¬ 
hafi can now redress 40 
years of humiliafion. The 
compound was bombed 
repeatedly by NATO this 
year before being taken 
by the rebels on Aug. 23. 
“All his 42 years, he said, 
‘Just do this, just do that,”’ 
said Khaled al-Fittouri, 
28, a security guard who 
came in from Zlitan with 
his two small daughters 
on a recent Saturday. 


His daughters giggled at 
shreds of a wig hanging 
from a vine-covered wall. 
“We want to see how Gad¬ 
hafi lived,” al-Fittouri said.A 
visiting taxi driver recalled 
how five years earlier he had 
been detained and ques¬ 
tioned for an hour after his 
cab broke down outside 
the high thick walls. “Tomor¬ 
row, you won't see the sun,” 
he said his interrogators told 
him. “Praise God,” the cab- 
driver, Saad Amar el-Arabi, 
said as he recalled the mo¬ 
ment. “Now we are free.” 
The Libyan capital’s newly 
famous tourist attractions ex¬ 
ist in a world turned upside 
down.Q 


Greek rivals try to hammer out power deal 


COSTAS KANTOURIS 
DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
As rival Greek political 
parties tried to hammer 
out a historic power-shar¬ 
ing deal to secure a €130 
billion ($179 billion) rescue 
package, European lead¬ 
ers kept up pressure by 
holding back a vital bail¬ 
out loan. 

Socialist Prime Minister 
George Papandreou and 
conservative leader An¬ 
tonis Samaras, former col¬ 
lege roommates in the U.S, 
held fresh negofiafions on 
the telephone Monday, 
hours after reaching the 
landmark agreement to 
form a coalition for the 
next 15 weeks. 

The new administration’s 
main job will be passing 
the new bailout package 
— agreed upon by inter¬ 
national creditors on Oct. 



Fellow European governments will want concrete progress 
by the evening, when eurozone finance ministers meet to 
discuss the possibility of unfreezing bailout loans that had 
been kept on hold while the country sorted its political tur¬ 
moil. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 

27 — before holding early 
elections. Papandreou 
also telephoned EU leaders 
and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, who were 
reacting warily to Athens’ 
latest political drama. 

“Europe, and the German 
government too, must be 
able to see that the Greeks 
are serious, that it is not 


just about announce¬ 
ments but about actions,” 
Merkel spokesman Steffen 
Seibert said. 

French Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Alain Juppe added: 
“Things are headed in 
the right direction 
But what's important is 
that the bailout plan for 
Greece gets ratified.” 


Papandreou is expected to 
resign after a power-sharing 
deal is reached, but none 
had been announced late 
Monday night. 

Some officials said fhe talks 
would continue through the 
night, and a Cabinet minis¬ 
ter predicted progress be¬ 
fore a Cabinet meeting led 
by Papandreou scheduled 
at midday Tuesday. The of¬ 
ficials spoke to The Associ¬ 
ated Press on condition of 
anonymity because they 
were not authorized to talk 
to the media on the subject. 
In Brussels, Jean-Claude 
Juncker, the chairman of the 
Eurogroup, kept the pres¬ 
sure up on Athens by say¬ 
ing that eurozone finance 
ministers who had met there 
have asked the leaders of 
Greece’s two main parties 
for a co-signed letter reaf¬ 
firming their commitment to 
the country’s bailouts and 
economic reforms. □ 
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Defiant ‘Carlos the Jackal’ on trial in France 



Reporters gather in front of the courtroom entrance where the 
man known as Carlos the Jackal, 62-year-old Venezuelan 
whose real name is llich Ramirez Sanchez is presented on the 
first day of a trial for four deadly attacks in France in 1982- 
1983, in Paris Monday Nov. 7, 2011. Carlos, already convicted 
in 1997 of a triple murder in Paris, and serving a life sentence, 
goes before a special court on terrorism-linked charges and a 
panel of anonymous magistrates will be his judges during the 
six-week trial. 


PIERRE-ANTOINE SOUCHARD 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A defiant and 
smiling Carlos the Jackal, 
one of the most dreaded 
terror masterminds of the 
Cold War, has gone on trial 
again — this time over four 
deadly attacks in France 
nearly three decades ago. 
The 62-year-old Venezuelan, 
whose real name is llich 
Ramirez Sanchez, went 
before a special Paris court 
on terrorism-linked charges 
Monday. He is already 
serving a life sentence 
handed down for a triple 
murder in 1975. 

Ramirez, who sowed fear 
across Western European 
and Middle Eastern capitals 
during the Cold War, is 
charged with instigating 
four attacks in 1982 and 
1983 that killed 11 people 
and injured more than 140 
others in France. 


He has denied any role 
in the attacks. The trial is 
expected to last six weeks, 
and if convicted, Ramirez 


(AP Photo/Francois Mori) 

could face a second 
life sentence — the top 
penalty in France, which 
does not have the death 


Bolivia, US restore full diplomatic ties 


CARLOS VALDEZ 
Associated Press 

LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Bolivia and the 
United States agreed Monday to restore 
full diplomatic ties three years after the 
Andean nation’s leftist government 
expelled the U.S. ambassadorand the Drug 
Enforcement Administration for allegedly 
inciting the opposition. 

The two nations signed a joint framework 
agreement in Washington that a U.S. 
official familiar with the document said 
seeks both to mend frayed relations and 
return ambassadors to the respective 
capitals as soon as possible. 

The agreement's “objectives include 
strengthening and deepening" relations, 
according to a joint statement by the 
governments, including “supporting 
cooperative and effective action against 
illicit narcotics production and trafficking.” 
The document does not touch on whether 
U.S. drug agents can return to the world's 


No. 3 cocaine-producing nation, the 
U.S. official said. But it does mention that 
ongoing U.S. cooperation will include 
assistance by the U.S. 

Agency for International Development, 
said the official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because of the subject’s 
sensitivity. 

Bolivian President Evo Morales has on 
various occasions, though without 
providing proof, accused USAID of inciting 
lowlands indigenous groups who have 
opposed some of his development plans. 
The joint statement said the agreement 
was signed in Washington, D.C., by Bolivian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Juan Carlos 
Alurralde and U.S. Undersecretary for 
Global Affairs Maria Otero. 

Under the pact, an umbrella commission 
will be created to ensure it is carried out. 
The U.S. official said it stresses three areas of 
cooperation: counternarcotics, trade and 
development assistanceO 


penalty. 

Wearing a blue jacket, 
graying beard and wavy 
hair brushed back, Ramirez 
smiled as he entered and 
then identified himself to 
the court as “a professional 
revolutionary” — striking a 
combative pose from the 
outset. 

With three gendarmes at his 
side and dark sunglasses in 
his hands, Ramirez variously 
raised a fist in defiance, 
weaved in anti-Zionist 
rhetoric into his diatribes 
and smiled to the gallery 
that included controversial 
French comic Dieudonne. 
“He’s in a fighting mood as 
always,” Isabelle Coutant- 


Peyre, Ramirez's lawyer 
and amorous partner, 
told reporters outside the 
courtroom before the trial 
began. She said there 
was “no reason” for the 
trial nearly 30 years after 
the events, and accused 
French prosecutors of 
putting him on trial for 
“propaganda or some 
other interests rather than 
the ones of justice.” 

But Francis Szpiner, the 
lawyer for some civil parties 
to the case, countered 
that the trial was important 
to show that terrorists will 
always be pursued and to 
mark “the end of the culture 
of impunity” for them. □ 
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Cuba takes lead role in Haiti’s cholera fight 


RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD 
© 2011 New York Times 
MIREBALAIS, Haiti - The 

family from a nearby vil¬ 
lage arrived af the small 
hospital here vomiting and 
with uncontrollable diar¬ 
rhea, at first glance maybe 
a typical case of consum¬ 
ing bad food or water. 

But the fluid loss was tre¬ 
mendous and unstop¬ 
pable; two of the three 
brothers were already near 
death, and within hours 
the entire family would be 
dead. 

Meanwhile, a nightmarish 
stream of patients filled the 


V 

* / ' 

Tv* 




Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs-Fri-Sat. 3 : 30 PM 

Sun - 2PM PowerBall / Progressive 

POWER - BAIL - PROGRESSIVE 

Mexico says 
key figure in 
Tijuana drug 
gang caught 


4? 


k*j 


Patients at a cholera treatment center set up by the Cuban med¬ 
ical mission beside a hospital of Mirebalais, Haiti. Since October 
2010, the Cuban medical mission in Mirebalais has treated more 
than 76,000 cases of cholera, with just 272 fatalities. 

(Andres Martinez Casares for The New York Times) 


Energy Minister says Bang¬ 
kok floods to last month 


TODD PITMAN 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Thai¬ 
land’s energy minister said 
the flood crisis in Bangkok 
is likely to drag on for an¬ 
other month, as authorities 
issued another evacua¬ 
tion advisory in a northern 
neighborhood and flood- 
waters inched further into 
the city's heart. 

Energy Minister Pichai Nar- 
ipthaphan said, however, 
that floods may finally be¬ 
gin to subside in the capital 
by mid-November, accord¬ 
ing to a government state¬ 
ment late Monday. Top 
officials and experts have 
given varying estimates of 
how much Bangkok would 
flood and how long the 
threat would loom over 
the city, with some claim¬ 
ing several weeks ago the 
biggest window of danger 
to the sprawling metropolis 
of 9 million people had al¬ 
ready passed. 

Instead, the flood threat has 
only intensified, straining 
sandbag-stacking residents 
as more and more neigh¬ 
borhoods are swamped 



Two dogs ride on an improvise float as they are evacuated to 
higher grounds at Min Buri district in Bangkok, Thailand, Monday, 
Nov. 7, 2011. Thailand’s record high floods continue to creep 
closer to the heart of the capital. 

(AP Photo/Aaron Favila) 


each day. The seemingly 
unstoppable floodwaters 
have overwhelmed canals, 
seeped up through drains 
and poured down condo- 
minium-lined highways. The 
water has now begun sur¬ 
rounding the city's north¬ 
ernmost subway stops, 
threatening to shut them 
down. 

Evacuations have been 
ordered in 12 of Bangkok's 
50 districts, with residents 
of the northern district of 
Klong Sam Wa told to leave 


Monday. 

The evacuations, which 
also effect parts of several 
other districts, are not man¬ 
datory, and many peo¬ 
ple are staying to protect 
homes and businesses. 

On Tuesday, Football Fed¬ 
eration Australia said a 
World Cup qualifier against 
Thailand scheduled for 
next week was moved to a 
smaller stadium in Bangkok 
because the original venue 
is being used as a flood 
evacuation center. □ 


small reception room, as 
doctors and nurses scram¬ 
bled to rehydrate them. 

It was the evening of Oct. 
15 , 2010 . 

“We went back to our 
books to see if this really 
could be cholera and then 
reported it right away,” said 
Dr. Jorge Luis Quinones, 
a member of the Cuban 
medical mission here at the 
center of the outbreak. 
More than a year later, 
cholera has killed 6,600 
people and sickened more 
than 476,000 - nearly 5 per¬ 
cent of the nation's 10 mil¬ 
lion people - in what U.N. 
officials call the world’s 
highest rate of cholera. Last 
month. Partners in Health, a 
nongovernmental organi¬ 
zation, announced it would 
begin testing a vaccine 
in January, in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Health 
and a Haitian health orga¬ 
nization. 

As the epidemic continues, 
the Cuban medical mission 
that played an important 
role in detecting it presses 
on in Haiti, winning acco¬ 
lades from donors and dip¬ 
lomats for staying on the 
front lines and undertaking 
a broader effort to remake 
this country’s shattered 
health care system. 

Paul Farmer, the U.N. dep¬ 
uty special envoy to Haiti 
and a founder of Partners in 
Health, which has worked 
extensively on health care 
in Haiti, said the Cubans 
sounded an important 
early alarm about the out¬ 
break, helping to mobilize 
health officials and lessen 
the death toll. 

Even more, while the death 
rate peaked last Decem¬ 
ber and the world's at¬ 
tention has largely moved 
on, “Half of the NGOs are 
already gone, and the Cu¬ 
bans are still there," he said, 
using the abbreviation for 
nongovernment organiza¬ 
tions. □ 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — One 

of the main operators in a 
drug cartel war that dev¬ 
astated the border city 
of Tijuana was captured 
by federal troops after he 
opened fire on a car car¬ 
rying two rivals over the 
weekend, officials said 
Monday. 

Juan Francisco Sillas Ro¬ 
cha, 34, allegedly reported 
directly to the head of the 
Arellano Felix cartel, which 
controlled the smuggling 
of cocaine, marijuana and 
other drugs through the cit¬ 
ies of Tijuana and Mexicali 
into the United States dur¬ 
ing the 1990s, according to 
Mexican officials. 

The cartel was weakened 
in the last decade by the 
capture or killing of the 
brothers who led it. The 
powerful Sinaloa Cartel, 
which controls many of the 
smuggling routes along the 
border, has reportedly tried 
to seize control of criminal 
activities in Tijuana, across 
the border from San Diego, 
California. 

Fernando “The Engineer” 
Sanchez Arellano, a neph¬ 
ew who now heads the 
Arellano Felix cartel, or¬ 
dered Sillas to regain con¬ 
trol of Tijuana from rival 
leader Teodoro “El Teo” 
Garcia Simental, who had 
broken from the Arellano 
Felix group and reportedly 
rose through the Sinaloa 
ranks by ordering bodies 
dissolved in vats of lye. 
Fighting between the fac¬ 
tions sent violence skyrock¬ 
eting in Tijuana from 2007 
to 2009, and decapitations, 
hangings and daylight 
shootouts had became 
common. □ 
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Trinidad ends anti-crime curfew amid complaints 


DANICA COTO 
TONY FRASER 
Associated Press 
PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad 
(AP) — Trinidad lifted a 
nearly three-month cur¬ 
few late Monday that had 
helped stem a surging ho¬ 
micide rate but disgruntled 
many in the Caribbean 
country known for its night¬ 
life, party culture and a 
carnival considered sec¬ 
ond only to Brazil’s in its vi¬ 
brancy and fame. 

Prime Minister Kamla 
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Persad-Bissessar said she 
was lifting the curfew be¬ 
cause of a sharp drop in 
crime, including a 60 per¬ 
cent decrease in the num¬ 
ber of killings in that pe¬ 
riod. She said the state of 


emergency, which allows 
police to search properties 
without warrants, would re¬ 
main in place and warned 
that limited curfews would 
be applied in some areas 
as needed. 

“We did what we had to 
do,” she said. “We do not 
claim a complete victory. 
There have been chal¬ 
lenges along the way, but 
undoubtedly, the battle 
has been won to a large 
extent.” The 11 p.m. to 4 
a.m. curfew, which was 


imposed in August as a 
two-week solution and was 
extended for up to three 
months because it seemed 
to work so well, had started 
to chafe many. Violators 
faced fines or prison. It had 
shut down activities at the 
mile-long stretch of bars 
and restaurants known as 
St. James, which have long 
been a magnet for all-night 
revelry, a blur of dancing 
bodies and blaring ca¬ 
lypso, with rich smoke from 
grilling meat and shark fill¬ 


ing the air. 

The law was particularly 
hard on bar and nightclub 
owners, at least those who 
didn’t lock everyone inside 
for a compulsory all-night 
party. McDonald Ward, 
owner of Mas Camp, a res¬ 
taurant and nightclub in 
Port-of-Spain, the capital, 
lamented an 80 percent 
drop in business. Khadajal 
Alphonse, a casino worker 
in her early 20s, blamed the 
prime minister for the loss of 
her job.Q 


Pakistan extremism challenged in satirical song 


SALMAN MASOOD 
© 2011 New York Times 
ISLAMABAD - A satirical 
song that takes a tongue- 
in-cheek swipe at religious 
extremism, militancy and 
contradictions in Pakistani 
society has become an 
instant hit here, drawing 
widespread attention as a 
rare voice of the country's 
embattled liberals. 

The song, “Aalu Anday,” 
which means “Potatoes 
and Eggs,” comes from 
a group of three young 
men who call themselves 
Beygairat Brigade, or A 
Brigade Without Honor, 
openly mocking the mili¬ 
tary, religious conserva¬ 
tives, nationalist politicians 
and conspiracy theorists. 
Their YouTube video has 
been viewed more than 
350,000 times since it was 
uploaded in mid-October. 
The song is getting glowing 
reviews in the news media 
here and is widely talked 
about - and shared - on 
social networking sites like 
Twitter and Facebook. 

The name of the band is 
itself a satire of Pakistan's 
nationalists and conserva¬ 


tives, who are often de¬ 
scribed in the local news 
media as the Ghairat Bri¬ 
gade, or Honor Brigade. 
Local musicians have pro¬ 
duced work in the past vili¬ 
fying the West, especially 


the United States, but rarely 
do they ridicule the military 
or religious extremists, and 
none have had Beygairat 
Brigade’s kind of success. 
Sung in Punjabi, the lan¬ 
guage of the most popu¬ 
lous and prosperous prov¬ 
ince, the song delivers bit¬ 


ing commentary on the 
current socio-political mi¬ 
lieu of the country, in which 
religious radicalism and mil¬ 
itancy have steadily risen 
over the years and toler¬ 
ance for religious minorities 


is waning. 

Just this year, a governor 
who opposed Pakistan's 
contentious blasphemy 
law was killed by one of his 
guards. The assassin was 
then celebrated by many 
in the country, including 
lawyers who greeted him 


with rose petals and gar¬ 
lands. 

The song rues the fact that 
killers and religious extrem¬ 
ists are hailed as heroes in 
Pakistan, while someone 
like Abdus Salam, the na¬ 
tion’s only Nobel Prize¬ 
winning scientist, is often 
ignored because he be¬ 
longed to the minority Ah- 


madi sect. 

“Qadri is treated like a 
royal,” wonders the goofy- 
looking lead vocalist in 
the song, referring to Ma¬ 
lik Mumtaz Qadri, the elite 
police guard who killed 
the governor of Punjab, 
Salman Taseer, in January 
after he challenged the 
blasphemy law.Q 
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Matinee: sat - sun I Late show: fri & sat 



An undated handout screengrab of the Youtube music video hit 
with the song “Aalu Anday,” which means “Potatoes and Eggs,” 
by Beygairat Brigade, or A Brigade Without Honor. The song 
comes from the group of three young men openly mocking the 
military, religious conservatives, nationalist politicians and con¬ 
spiracy theorists. 

(Youtube via The New York Times) 
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TASTE EH BELGIUM 


OPEN DAILY 7AM - 1AM | BREAKFAST LUNCH | DINNER | DRINKS 


RESTAURANT 


A warm welcome, 

the Belgian way! 


Early Bird 97,50 

5pm-7pm # 



Palm Beach Plaza (Palm Beach) | T: (297) 586 6388 | info(a)tasteofbelgium.aw | www.tasteofbelgium.aw | www.onedeliciousisland.com 


In the shadow of grand resorts, a town struggles 


KIRK JOHNSON 
© 2011 New York Times 
JACKSON, Wyo. - The ski 

slope that rises up the 
mountain just off down¬ 
town, called Snow King, 


dates from the 1930s, when 
this corner of the West all 
but folded up in winter, iso¬ 
lated and dark, and local 
people needed something 
to do. Getting rich from the 
snows that fall early and 
deep on the edge of the 
Teton Range in western Wy¬ 
oming did not factor in. 

“It was never meant to 
make money,” said Bill Ash¬ 
ley, 89, who owned and ran 
the Snow King ski school 
for many years and met his 
wife, Mary, at the top of the 
mountain in the early 1950s. 
“It was meant to be for the 
town.” 

The big ski areas that came 
later - Jackson Hole Moun¬ 


tain Resort, half an hour into 
the Tetons, and Grand Tar- 
ghee, an hour northwest 
- made winter tourism big 
business and Jackson Hole 
a winter destination. 


(David Swift/The New York Times) 

But old Snow King, the first 
ski area in Wyoming and 
one of the oldest in the na¬ 
tion, soldiered on for the 
local residents, who could 
get in a run or two during 
lunch. The ski industry went 
upscale, and so did Jack- 
son Hole, as the coastal glit¬ 
terati came to nest in their 
humble ranchettes. But 
Snow King did not. 

Now the question is reso¬ 
nating here and across ski 
country, from upstate New 
York to Montana, where lo¬ 
cal hills and communities 
are struggling in the face 
of changed times and eco¬ 
nomic stress. What place 
do ski hills like Snow King 


have in the modern world? 
What are they worth to a 
community or an econo¬ 
my? Has the chemistry be¬ 
tween town and town hill 
been changed by tough 
times? 

A small ski area called 
White Pine in Pinedale, 
Wyo., about 75 miles from 
Jackson, said this fall thaf 
it would not open for the 
season. In Bozeman, Mont., 
and Cody, Wyo., local ski¬ 
ers have banded together 
in recent years to create 
nonprofit organizations to 
run struggling town hills. 


In Saranac Lake, N.Y., 
residents rallied this year 
around their town hill, 
called Mount Pisgah, and 
raised money for a new T- 
bar lift. Here in Jackson, the 
owners of Snow King, while 
vowing to continue on this 
season, have quietly put 


the resort and its nearby 
hotel up for sale. 

A special discounted sea¬ 
son pass for $149 - almost 
what some resorts charge 
for a daily ticket - comes 
with a plea on the Snow 
King website, “Show sup¬ 
port for your town hill,” and 
with a raffle entry to win a 
1950s-vintage chair from an 
old lift. 

“Communities are strug¬ 
gling to keep their town 
hills,” said Michael Berry, 
president of the National 
Ski Areas Association, “and 
they’re finding ways to do 


it." 

Berry said that overall, the 
industry has held up fairly 
well through the economic 
downturn. What is differ¬ 
ent for town hills, he said, is 
that because they depend 
mostly on local residents, 
they reflect - more than the 


Strattons or Lake Tahoes of 
the world - local life and 
economics, for better or 
worse. 

Like most communities, 
Jackson Hole has taken 
economic hits, in tourism 
and real estate. And while 
there seems to be hardly 
anyone in Jackson Hole 
who wishes ill of Snow King 
or hopes to see it fail, that 
is not really the question, 
residents say. What price 
to save or rescue it, and 
whether the town or coun¬ 
ty should wade in at all, de¬ 
fines the issue. 

Jackson's Town Council, 
which oversees a munici¬ 
pally owned recreation 
complex at Snow King’s 
base - managed by the re¬ 
sort until financial troubles 
worsened - reassigned the 
center's management last 
month to a nonprofit orga¬ 
nization, a step that town 
officials said could lead fo 
a larger public role on fhe 
ski hill itself. A communify 
group also tried to step in 
this year to take over man¬ 
agement at Snow King, but 
it failed to reach an agree¬ 
ment. 

“There’s the emotional ap¬ 
peal,” said Mayor Mark 
Barron, who has vowed to 
keep Snow King alive, “and 
then there's the practi¬ 
cal reality.” As for where 
the two might meet, he 
shrugged: “Who knows?" 
Some survivors of recre¬ 
ational skiing’s early days, 
like Alta, Utah, or Aspen, 
Colo., grew to great eco¬ 
nomic might. But Snow 
King, with only 400 acres of 
skiable terrain - challeng¬ 
ing and steep, but tiny by 
modern resort standards - 
could not outgrow its roots, 
a gnawing competitive dis¬ 
advantage in the age of 
limitless choice. 
“Unfortunately, size mat¬ 
ters,” said Manuel Lopez, 
Snow King’s presidentO 
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: BEN LO CIGARS 
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1 We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 
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■ Dependingon purchase, we have discounts starting up In 
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Manuel Lopez, Snow King’s president, near Snow King Resort, in 
Jackson, Wyo. Small ski hills and their communities, like Snow 
King in Jackson, Wyo., are facing changed times and economic 
stress. 



Chuck Schaap, the owner of the outdoor clothing shop Teton 
Mountaineering, in Jackson, Wyo. 

(David Swift/The New York Times) 



































Cleos Sports Grill & Bar is back 



PUNTA BRABO - Alham¬ 
bra Casino y continuing 
full speed with renova¬ 


tion and construction of 
the new Alhambra Casino 
and Bazaar. Alhambra an¬ 


nounced last September 
of the temporary closing of 
Cleo' Sports Grill & Bar. 

The local community and 
our visitor will be smiling 
again because Cleo’s 
Sports Grill and Bar will be 
re-opening its door with 
new menu, that includes 
Soup of the Day, Burgers, 
Salad, Panini and the most 
famous Chicken Wings. 
Re-opening will be Tues¬ 
day, 

November 8 at exactly 
6pm, so tell your friends, 
and come have fun. 

Stay pending for more 
news on the renovation 
and construction of the 
New Alhambra Casino and 
Bazaar. □ 



j-j 


Jolly Pirate Couples Overboard! 




While the 85 ft teak schoo¬ 
ner sailing ship was moored 
at Boca Catalina, a scenic 
cove on Aruba's Northwest 
Coast, repeat guests John¬ 
ny and Pfeiffer said their “I 
Do’s " . Like all couples in 
love they pledged their 
love to each other and in 
keeping with the Jolly Pi¬ 


rates tradition, the ship’s 
life rings were exchanged 
and the deal sealed with 
a kiss. With a full ship of 
few found friends to wit¬ 
ness, cups of the ship's 
signature brew. Pirate's 
Poison were raised to toast 
the couples special day. 
Adding nautical nuptials 


aboard a Jolly Pirates 
Cruise is a sentimental and 
light-hearted way to add 
some romance to your va¬ 
cation and a unique way 
to celebrate your wed¬ 
ding anniversary. “It was 
an unforgettable, picture 
perfect memory for us, 
Johnny Pffeifer of Michigan 
on the day he said, “I Do” 
again to his lovely bride, 
like so many couples re¬ 
newing their wedding vows 
aboard Aruba's Jolly Pirate 
Ship. Vow Renewal Cer¬ 
emonies are part of a 
growing trend that is gain¬ 
ing popularity with couples 
of all ages. In fact, just ask 
the Jolly Pirates Captain 
Julio who will tell you that 
he performs several vow 
ceremonies each week. 
There is no charge for the 
Jolly Pirates vow renewal 
ceremonies, which can be 
conducted during any of 
the Jolly Pirate cruises of¬ 
fered. Renewals can be re¬ 
quested onboard or in ad¬ 
vance when making your 
reservation for your trip. 
With advance notice 


the Jolly Pirates can also 
help you to make your 
special day even more 
special with arrangements 
for Private Ceremonies for 
your special day to include 
Wedding Cake, Canapes, 


Champagne, Flowers, Live 
Music, Upscale Menus and 
Photographers. Weddings 
and Wedding Receptions 
can also be arranged 
aboard their teak schoo- 

nerQ 
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Indian Association of Aruba participates in 
welcoming Royal Family to Aruba 



S p n r t p P ?i r p . r; r I I I 

Cleo’s Sports Bar & Grill 
is now open featuring your 
favorite burgers, wings, 

sandwiches and more. 

- - 

Cleo’s Nightly Happy Hour 
offering 1/2 Price Drink Specials 
from 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

All prices are in U.S. dollars and subject to a 15% service charge and a 1.5% government tax. 




ORANJESTAD - During the recent visit of Queen and 
Royal Family to Aruba, Indian Association of Aruba 
participated wholeheartedly by showcasing the cul¬ 
ture and arts of India at Linear Park. They put up a 
Dance Show by children and various other stalls to 
inform the public of its rich cultural heritage. Also a 
food stall was organized with vegetarian and non- 
veg dishes from India. The attached photos show the 
images of the function.^ 
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Asian Bistro 


ii i*i:r 


Located at South Beach Certtre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 | Fax; 586 8883 


LUNCH SPECIALS starts at $9,95 


EARLY BIRD SPECIALS stortirgot $14,95 (6-Zpm 


HOUSE SPECIALS starting at $16,95 


Aruba gets ready for Amstel Bright Beach Tennis 



MOOMBA - Beach Tennis 
Aruba organizes the big¬ 
gest beach tennis event 
of the year @ Moomba 
beach next week. All lev¬ 
els Fun, Intermediate, Ad¬ 
vanced, Pro & Masters(50 
+) can play! Categories are 
men-, women- and mixed 
doubles. BULA Youth tour¬ 
nament: Superkidz (till 8 
yrs). Fun, Advanced, Pro. 
Canyon talent Cup (till 16 
yrs) Winners get cool Can¬ 
yon products such as head¬ 
phones, webcams etc. 
Overall winner at the end 
of fhe year gets a tablet!! 
In pro men Aruba has men 
ranked inside the top 100 


of the ITF world ranking 
so fireworks guaranteed! 
Also coming the World 
and European champions. 
With more than 200 players 
from abroad like; Brazil, USA, 
Italy, St Martin, Belgium, Hol¬ 
land , Venezuela etc!! This is 
a ITF G 1 tournament and 
part of the World tour with 
$ 10,000.- in prize money. 
During the days there will 
be lots of entertainment, 
Cool FM ' Cas di Glas’ live 
broadcasting from the 
beach, DJ's , Bright specials 
and much more! Come 
and check out this specte- 
cluar evnt, November 17- 
20 @ Moomba beach bar! 





WFjf. 

Nr; imi 

I- ■ 



Friday November 11 is the 
last day to register. 

More info and actual stand¬ 
ings, registerand everything 
about Beach Tennis surf 
to: www.arubabeachten- 
nis.com or call 5926421. 
‘Every body can play!!' 
Program: 

Wednesday 16 Novem¬ 
ber - Opening night - 
6 pm - 9 pm Get sched¬ 
ules, goody bag 

& pay register fee 
Live Music & a free drink 
for the participants 
Courts ready for practice 
Thursday 17 No¬ 

vember - Singles 

9 am - 9 pm Sin¬ 
gles Tournament 

6 pm - 9 pm Get sched¬ 
ules, goody bag 

& pay register fee 
Live Music & a free drink 
for the participants 
Courts ready for practice 
Friday 18 Novem¬ 
ber - Nations Cup - 

10 am - 5 pm R ound 

Robin ‘NATION CUP' 
With: Aruba, Bel¬ 

gium, Brazil, Czech Re¬ 
public, France, Italy, 


Netherlands, 
USA, Venezuela. 

2 pm - 6 pm BULA 

Youth tournament 

5 pm - 10 pm R egu- 
lar Double tournament 
starts with round robin for 
Fun, Intermediate, Ad¬ 
vanced & Masters 

8 pm > Final ‘Nations cup’ 
Saturday 19 November 

9 am - 10 pm R egu- 
lar Double tournament 
round robin all levels 

4 pm BBQ for all participants 
Sunday 20 November 

10 am - 4 pm 1/8, 

1/4 and 1/2 Finals 

5 pm Doubles Finals > Fun, 
Intermediate & Advanced 
7 pm Doubles Fi¬ 
nal > Pro Ladies 


8 pm Doubles Final > Pro 
Men Beach Tennis party! 
Monday 21 November 
Trophy Aw ard Presenta¬ 
tion Part y @ Senor Frogs 
6pm>SinglesFinal-ProLadies 
7 pm > Singles Final - Pro Men 
Award presentation @ 8 pm, 
afterwards beach party! 
Beach Tennis Aru¬ 
ba is powered by: 
AMC Unicon, Canyon, 
AWA, Powerade, De- 
loitte, Moomba, Alno 
Kitchen/Boretti, Ams¬ 

tel Bright, Aruba Aloe, 
Cool FM, ATV, Island 
Temptation, Profession¬ 
al Pest Control, RBTT/ 
RBC, A.I.S, Garage 
Centraal, Senor Frogs.Q 
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The Casino at the Radisson Features Great Local Music 



Palm Beach - The Casino 
at the Radisson just recently 
announced its stellar line¬ 
up of entertainers appear¬ 
ing at the intimate fun ca¬ 
sino. One of Aruba's beat 
band the Sherries, appears 
at the casino on Wednes¬ 
days. The Sherries have a 
diverse top-40 repertory 
with Sherida Paesch, lead 


female vocalist who was 
born and raised here. Other 
band members and fellow 
musicians include Cedric 
Ridderstap, on bass guitar 
and electric keyboard, and 
Derrick Lopez, on electric 
guitar. 

On Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays the IMPAK Band, 
one of Aruba’s hottest Car¬ 


nival bands performs in the 
casino with Nando Browne, 
as the lead singer, band 
leader, composer and ar¬ 
ranger. 

Lily Rodgers is the lead fe¬ 
male vocalist while Mark 
Maduro also provides 
backup vocals and plays 
the keyboard, their reper¬ 
tory is brimming with Carib¬ 


bean music, Reggae, Zouk 
and all the other happy 
genres the Caribbean is so 
well-known for. 

In addition to great music, 
the casino has recently in¬ 
troduced Cash Madness 
giving patrons a chance to 
win $1,000 every Friday, as 
well as Larimar Spa treat¬ 
ments as consolation prizes. 


Casino visitors are invited to 
get a ticket to participate 
in the drawings with every 
hand-paid jackpot of $50 or 
more, and with every hour 
of rated table play! 

On Friday evening the casi¬ 
no hosts hourly drawings at 
9, 10 & 11 pm, at which time 
a lucky player is awarded 
the grand prize of $1,000. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Flerby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 - 1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pmO 
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TD with :08 left gets Ravens by Steelers 

Baltimore Ravens wide receiver Anquan Boldin (81) tries to tip the ball back to himself to make a catch as Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers cornerback Ike Taylor (24) defends in the third quarter of the NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011, 
in Pittsburgh. The Ravens won 23-20. 

Associated Press 
Page 21 





This Saturday, Nov. 5, 2011 
photo provided by the Penn¬ 
sylvania Office of Attorney 
General shows former Penn 
State football defensive co¬ 
ordinator Gerald “Jerry” San¬ 
dusky. 

Associated Press 

Penn St 
officials 
on charges 
over abuse 

MARK SCOLFORO 
Associated Press 
HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania 
(AP) — Two top officials of 
Pennsylvania State college 
resigned Sunday and are 
expected to face arraign¬ 
ment Monday over alle¬ 
gations they failed to alert 
police to claims of sexual 
abuse by a coach of the 
football team, Jerry San¬ 
dusky. 

Athletic director Tim Cur¬ 
ley and Gary Schultz, the 
senior vice president for 
business and finance, are 
expected to surrender to a 
district court Monday. Their 
departures from the univer¬ 
sity were announced late 
Sunday after an emergen¬ 
cy meeting of the Board of 
Trustees. 


Continued on Page 18 



Lightning rally from 3r0 ddwrrfenSQmin 


Tampa Bay Lightning center Dominic Moore (19) reacts after 
scoring the winning goal during a shootout in an NHL hock¬ 
ey game against the Florida Panthers, Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011, 
in Sunrise, Fla. The Lightning defeated the Panthers 4-3 in the 
shootout. 

Associated Press 
Page 18 
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Dutchcot on Saturday, Nov. 5, 2011. Sandusky is charged with 
sexually abusing eight young men. Also, Penn State athletic di¬ 
rector Tim Curley and Penn State vice president for finance and 
business Gary Schultz, 62, are expected to turn themselves in on 
Monday in Harrisburg, Pa., on charges of perjury and failure to 
report under Pennsylvania’s child protective services law in con¬ 
nection with the investigation into the abuse allegations against 
Sandusky. 


_ Penn St _ 

Continued from Page 17 

Both men say they are 
innocent of any wrong¬ 
doing in connection with 
the probe into whether 
defensive co-ordinator 
Sandusky sexually abused 
eight boys over 15 years. 
Sandusky was arrested 
Saturday on charges that 
he preyed on boys he met 
through The Second Mile, 
a charity he founded for 
at-risk youths. 

He is charged with mul¬ 
tiple counts of involun¬ 
tary deviate sexual in¬ 
tercourse, corruption of 
minors, endangering the 
welfare of a child, inde¬ 
cent assault and unlaw¬ 
ful contact with a minor, 
as well as single counts of 
aggravated indecent as¬ 
sault and attempted in¬ 
decent assault. 

The case has rocked the 
university and its famed 
football program. Under 
head football coach Joe 
Paterno — who testified 


before the grand jury and 
isn't considered a sus¬ 
pect — the teams were 
revered both for winning 
games, including two 
national championships, 
and largely steering clear 
of trouble. 

In a statement issued 


Sunday, Paterno said 
the charges, if true, were 
"shocking." 

“The fact that someone 
we thought we knew 
might have harmed 
young people to this ex¬ 
tent is deeply troubling,” 
he said. "If this is true we 
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From 12pm 'till closing 

‘The entree with the lowest price will be half price. 


Located in Paseo Herencia Mall • 586-8443 



were all fooled, along 
with scores of profession¬ 
als trained in such things, 
and we grieve for the 
victims and their families. 
They are in our prayers.” 
Sandusky spent three de¬ 
cades at the school. The 
charges against him cov¬ 
er the period from 1994 to 
2009. 

The allegations against 
Sandusky, who started 
The Second Mile in 1977, 
range from sexual ad¬ 
vances to touching to 
oral and anal sex. The 
young men testified be¬ 
fore a state grand jury 
that they were in their ear¬ 
ly teens when some of the 
abuse occurred; there is 
evidence even younger 
children may have been 
victimized. 

Sandusky’s attorney Joe 
Amendola said his client 
has been aware of the 
accusations for about 
three years and has main¬ 
tained his innocence. 
“He’s shaky, as you can 
expect,” 

Amendola told WJAC- 
TV. "Being 67 years old, 
never having faced crimi¬ 
nal charges in his life and 
having the distinguished 
career that he's had, 
these are very serious al¬ 
legations.” 

One accuser, now 27, tes¬ 
tified that Sandusky initi¬ 
ated contact in the show¬ 
er which led to multiple 
instances of involuntary 
sexual intercourse and 
indecent assault at San¬ 
dusky's hands, the grand 
jury report said. 

He said he traveled 
to charity functions 
and Penn State games 
with Sandusky. But when 
the boy resisted his ad¬ 
vances, Sandusky threat¬ 
ened to send him home 
from the 1999 Alamo 
Bowl, the report said. 
Sandusky also gave him 
clothes, shoes, a snow¬ 
board, golf clubs, hockey 
gear and football jerseys, 
and even guaranteed 
that he could walk on to 
the football team, the 
grand jury said. He testi¬ 
fied that Sandusky once 
gave him $50 to buy mari¬ 
juana, drove him to pur¬ 
chase it and then drove 
him home as the boy 


smoked the drug. 

The first case to come 
to light was a boy who 
met Sandusky when he 
was 11 or 12, and physi¬ 
cal contact began dur¬ 
ing his overnight stays at 
Sandusky's house, the 
grand jury said. 
Eventually, the boy's 
mother reported the sex¬ 
ual assault allegations 
to his high school, and 
Sandusky was banned 
from the child’s school 
district in Clinton County 
in 2009. 

That triggered 

the state investiga¬ 
tion that culminated in 
charges Saturday. 

But the report also al¬ 
leges much earlier in¬ 
stances of abuse and 
details failed efforts to 
stop it by some who be¬ 
came aware of what 
was happening. 

Another child, known 
only as a boy about 11 
to 13, was seen by a 
janitor pinned against a 
wall while Sandusky per¬ 
formed oral sex on him in 
fall 2000, the grand jury 
said. 

And in 2002, Kelly said, 
a graduate assistant 
saw Sandusky sexually 
assault a naked boy, 
estimated to be about 
10 years old, in a team 
locker room shower. 

The grad student and 
his father reported what 
he saw to Paterno, who 
immediately told Curley, 
prosecutors said. 

The two school adminis¬ 
trators fielded the com¬ 
plaint from an unnamed 
graduate assistant and 
from Paterno. 

Curley and Schultz met 
with the graduate assis¬ 
tant about a week and 
a half after the attack 
was reported, Kelly said. 
“Despite a powerful eye¬ 
witness statement about 
the sexual assault of a 
child, this incident was 
not reported to any law 
enforcement or child 
protective agency, as 
required by Pennsylva¬ 
nia law,” Kelly said. 
There's no indication 
that anyone at school 
attempted to find the 
boy or follow up with the 
witness, she said. □ 
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NHL Roundup 


Moore lifts Lightning to shootout win over Florida 


SUNRISE, Florida (AP) — 

Dominic Moore scored the 
shootout winner to lift the 
Tampa Bay Lightning to 
a 4-3 win over the Florida 
Panthers on Sunday. 

Ryan Malone, Steven Stam- 
kos, and Teddy Purcell also 
scored for the Lightning. 
Dwayne Roloson stopped 
all 29 shots he faced after 
coming in late in the first 
period in relief of Mathieu 
Garon. 

Brian Campbell, Tomas Ko- 
pecky, and Mike Santorelli 
scored goals for the Pan¬ 
thers, who squandered a 
3-0 lead and suffered their 
third straight shootout loss, 
all at home. Jose Theodore 
made 34 saves for Florida. 
Stars 5, Hurricanes 2 
At Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Jamie Benn scored twice, 
including a shorthanded 
goal, to lead Dallas over 
Carolina. 

Michael Ryder added a 
goal and an assist, and Erik 
Nystrom and Stephane Ro- 
bidas also scored for Dal¬ 
las, which is off to a 10-3-0 
start. Loui Eriksson had three 
assists for the Stars, two of 
them on Benn's goals. 
Chad LaRose and Tuomo 


Ruutu scored power-play 
goals for Carolina, which 
dropped its second straight 
in the only meeting be¬ 
tween these teams this sea¬ 
son. 

Kari Lehtonen had 30 saves 
for Dallas to improve to 10- 
1 - 0 . 

Rangers 3, Jets 0 

At New York, Marian Gabor- 
ik scored on an odd-man 
rush and into an empty net 
in the third period, and Der¬ 
ek Stepan had a goal and 
an assist to help New York 
beat Winnipeg. 

Martin Biron stopped 23 
shots for his first shutout in 
more than two years, im¬ 
proving to 3-0 in his fourth 
appearance of the season. 
The Rangers won their fourth 
straight despite another in¬ 
efficient performance by 
the power play. The Jets still 
are 3-2-1 on a seven-game 
road trip. 

For Gaborik's second goal, 
he backhanded the puck 
up and overZach Bogosian 
from the blue line into the 
empty net. 

Canucks 6, Blackhawks 2 

At Chicago, Henrik Sedin 
had a goal and three assists 
as Vancouver converted 


Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Dwayne Roloson (30) makes a stop in the second period of an NHL 
hockey game against the Florida Panthers, Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011, in Sunrise, Fla. 

Associated Press 


five of six power plays in a 
win over Chicago. 

David Booth, Aaron Rome, 
Daniel Sedin and Dan Ham- 
huis each added power- 
play goals and Jannik Han¬ 
sen had Vancouver's only 
even-strength score as the 
Canucks (7-7-1) handed 
the Blackhawks their first 
regulation home loss.Q 


Team Sanya pulls out of 



feared,” Sanderson said. “We're now 100 percent fo¬ 
cused on shipping the boat to Cape Town.” 

Sanya will forfeit any points from the first leg, which started 
over the weekend with boats leaving from Alicante on the 
6,500-nautical mile trip to Cape Town. 

In South Africa, Sanya will begin round-the-clock repairs 
to get ready for the second in-port race on Dec. 10. The 
boats set sail the next day on the second leg for Abu Dha¬ 
bi. 

Sanya and the Abu Dhabi team were forced to suspend 
racing within the first 24 hours in winds as strong as 80 kph 
(50 mph). The Abu Dhabi team, which brought in a group 
of boatbuilders on Monday to fit a new mast, hopes to 
resume sailing by Wednesday morning. 

Camper led the fleet Monday through the Strait of Gibral¬ 
tar, with Telefonica, Puma and Groupama close behind. 
The first leg is expected to last about three weeks.Q 


Associated Press. 
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first leg with hull damage 

ALICANTE, Spain (AP) — Chinese team Sanya pulled out 
the first leg of the Volvo Ocean Race on Monday because 
of damage to the boat’s hull. 

The team plans to ship the boat to Cape Town, South Af¬ 
rica, for repairs ahead of the second stage. 

Skipper Mike Sanderson decided that a hole in the front of 
the boat would take too long to fix. The team is still unsure 
what caused the hole, which will need 6 meters (20 feet) 
of the hull to be replaced. 

“It’s turned out to be a lot more serious than we first 


In this photo provided by Vol¬ 
vo Ocean Race, Team Sanya, 
skippered by Mike Sanderson 
from New Zealand at the start 
of leg 1 of the Volvo Ocean 
race 2011-12 as they leave 
Alicante, Spain for Cape 
Town, South Africa Saturday 
Nov. 05, 2011. 
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Stewart wins at Texas, only 3 points from Edwards 



Tony Stewart dons a boxing robe given to him after his win in the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race at Texas Motor Speedway 
in Fort Worth, Texas, Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011. 

Associated Press 


STEPHEN HAWKINS 

AP Sports Writer 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 

— Tony Stewart won an¬ 
other round in the NASCAR 
Chase for the Sprint Cup 
championship, edging 
points leader Carl Edwards 
on Sunday in the “Texas Ti¬ 
tle Fight” to close the gap 
with two races left. 

After winning last week at 
Martinsville, Stewart got out 
of his car in Victory Lane 
and said Edwards “better 
be worried. That's all I’m 
saying." Now it looks like 
a two-driver fight for the 
championship with two 
races left after they finished 
1-2 at the 1'/ 2 -mile, high- 
banked Texas track. 

Stewart raced to his sec¬ 
ond straight victory, and 
fourth in the eight Chase 
races, finishing just ahead 
of Edwards at the 1 172- 
mile, high-banked track. 
Stewart cut his points defi¬ 
cit from eight to three with 
a winning margin of 1.092 
seconds. 

“We’re set on it, man. This 
is just the way it’s going to 
be,” Stewart said. “I don’t 
think we have to say any¬ 


thing (else). I think our per¬ 
formance today speaks 
for itself. He knows already, 
trust me." 

The series returns next week 
to Phoenix, where the track 
has been reconfigured and 
resurfaced since Stewart 
was seventh and Edwards 
was 28th there in February 
in the second race of the 
season, and then to Home- 
stead-Miami Speedway for 


the finale. Edwards won 
both races at the end of 
last season. 

Stewart led seven times 
for a race-high 173 of 334 
laps, and more importantly 
stayed ahead of Edwards 
down the stretch. 

On a restart with 60 laps to 
go after the second cau¬ 
tion in a matter of laps, Ed¬ 
wards was the leader and 
on the inside of Stewart. 


Coming out of Turn 2, Stew¬ 
art shot by onto the back- 
stretch and charged back 
to the lead. 

“He timed it just right," Ed¬ 
wards said. 

Stewart stayed in front until 
both made their final stops 
with 31 laps left. Though 
they dropped out of the 
1-2 spots on the track dur¬ 
ing the cycle of green-flag 
stops, more importantly for 
Stewart was that he stayed 
ahead of Edwards. 

During the first of the two 
cautions in a span of only 
six laps, Edwards had taken 
his first lead in more than 
150 laps when he got only 
two tires and jumped from 
third to first out of the pits. 
Stewart also took only two 
tires on that stop, but came 
out second. 

When Stewart came down 
pit road after the race, Ed¬ 
wards stuck his head in and 
shared a few words with his 
closest competitor. 

“I just told him, ‘Good job.' 
He did a great job today. 
Those guys stepped it up,” 
Edwards said. “I’m proud 
of my guys for hanging on 
and still having the points 


lead. It looks like it’s truly go¬ 
ing to come down to Tony 
and I, and that's going to 
be a lot of fun.” 

Kyle Busch was officially 
eliminated from champi¬ 
onship contention, unable 
to gain any points while 
watching his No. 18 Toyota 
going around the track 
from atop the pit box. He’s 
100 points back with two 
races left. 

Michael McDowell drove 
the Joe Gibbs-owned car 
and finished 33rd. 

Busch was parked by NAS¬ 
CAR — a rarely used pen¬ 
alty he couldn't appeal 
— for the Cup and Nation¬ 
wide races after deliberat¬ 
ing wrecking championship 
contender Ron Hornaday 
Jr. in the Truck Series race 
there Friday night. Busch is¬ 
sued an apology Saturday 
night and said he under¬ 
stood why he was penal¬ 
ized. 

Five-time champion Jim¬ 
mie Johnson moved closer 
to the end of his unprec¬ 
edented championship run 
when he finished 14th. He 
remained sixth in points, 54 
back.Q 


Galaxy reaches MLS 
Cup final against Dynamo 



Los Angeles Galaxy forward Robbie Keane attempts to take the 
ball around Real Salt Lake goalkeeper Nick Rimando during the 
second half of their MLS Western Conference Championship 
soccer match, Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011, in Carson, Calif. 

Associated Press 


CARSON, California (AP) — 

Mike Magee scored from a 
David Beckham pass in the 
58th minute, and London 
Donovan and Robbie Ke¬ 
ane also found the net as 
the Los Angeles Galaxy 
advanced to the Major 
League Soccer final with 
a 3-1 victory over Real Salt 
Lake in the Western Confer¬ 
ence title match Sunday. 
Los Angeles advanced to 
face the Houston Dynamo 
in Nov. 20 final at Carson, 
California, where the Gal¬ 
axy haven’t lost all year. 
Andre Hainault and Carlo 
Costly scored in the sec¬ 
ond half to lead Houston 
over Sporting Kansas City 
2-0 earlier Sunday in the 
Eastern Conference final. 
Beckham will play in his first 
MLS title in the final game 
of his five-year contract 
with the Galaxy. His spec¬ 
tacular crossing pass set up 


Magee's third goal of the 
postseason for Los Angeles, 
which advanced to its re¬ 
cord seventh MLS final. 
Alvaro Saborio scored for 
Salt Lake, which beat Los 
Angeles in the 2009 MLS 
Cup. 

Beckham left Thursday’s 
playoff victory over New 
York with back spasms, but 
played well to extend his 
MLS tenure for at least two 
weeks. Beckham is in the 
midst of his best MLS season 
with rumors swirling about 
his future, but he served up 
yet another phenomenal 
scoring pass to Magee and 
several additional chances 
before leaving to a stand¬ 
ing ovation from the crowd 
of 23,437 in injury time. 

Donovan scored from a 
penalty in the 23rd minute 
after Andy Williams fouled 
Omar Gonzalez in the box. 


but Saborio equalized with 
a header 2 minutes later. 
Keane, who bounced 
back swiftly from injury to 
return to his new club late 
last month, Keane made 
a stellar run in the 68th 
minute for the Irish striker's 
fourth goal in 10 matches 
with his new team. 

Magee put the Galaxy 
ahead by bending down 
to head in the cross from 
Beckham, who connected 
with Magee for the third 
straight game. 

Just 10 minutes later, Keane 
beat Salt Lake’s Jamison 
Olave and put the ball in 
the far corner of the net. 
Jamaican defender Jer¬ 
maine Taylor helped set up 
Hainault’s 53rd-minute goal 
that gave Houston a 1-0 
lead. 

Costly’s goal came in the 
87th minute, with Sport¬ 
ing pushed forward in 


search of an equalizer. He 
took a long pass from Luiz 
Camargo, beat defender 
Aurelien Collin into open 
space, and slotted the ball 
past Nielsen from the top of 
the penalty area. 


Houston midfielder Brad 
Davis is in doubt for the fi¬ 
nal after going down with 
an injured right quadriceps 
while challenging Graham 
Zusi for a ball in the 37th 
minute. □ 
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Flacco rallies Ravens past Steelers 23-20 



Baltimore Ravens wide receiver Torrey Smith, left, makes a catch for a touchdown after getting 
past Pittsburgh Steelers cornerback William Gay (22) with only 8 seconds left in the fourth quarter 
to beat the Pittsburgh Steelers 23-20 in the NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 6,2011, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Torrey 
Smith’s night began with 
a penalty that wiped out 
a long Baltimore touch¬ 
down. 

It ended with a catch that 
gave the Ravens a season 
sweep of Pittsburgh. 

Five plays after a sure 
scoring strike tipped off 
his fingers, the Baltimore 
rookie receiver held onto 
a 26-yard touchdown pass 
from Joe Flacco with 8 sec¬ 
onds remaining to lift the 
Ravens past the Steel¬ 
ers 23-20 on Sunday. 

“For him to keep coming 
back to me, that meant a 
lot,” Smith said. 

Smith was flagged for 
holding on the game's 
first play, negating Ray 
Rice’s 76-yard touchdown 
run. But he capped Balti¬ 
more’s game-winning 92- 
yard drive by beating Wil¬ 
liam Gay down the right 
sideline as the Ravens (6-2) 
snapped Pittsburgh's four- 
game winning streak. 
Flacco finished with 300 
yards passing and Balti¬ 
more swept the season se¬ 
ries from the rival Steelers 
(6-3) for the first time since 
2006. 

“This Steelers-Ravens game 
is a game for men,” Bal¬ 
timore coach John Har- 
baugh said. “This is a game 
for big men. You’ve got to 
shine bright in this game if 
you want to win this game. 
And nobody shined bright¬ 
er than Joe Flacco in this 
game." 

The Steelers appeared to 
be in control after rally¬ 
ing from a 10-point deficit 
to take a 20-16 lead with 
less than 5 minutes to go 


when Ben Roethlisberg- 
er hit Mike Wallace for a 25- 
yard score. 

Pittsburgh's defense held 
once and the Steelers 
moved in range for Shaun 
Suisham to attempt a 47- 
yard field goal that could 
have bumped their lead to 
seven. 

A delay of game penalty, 
however, pushed Pitts¬ 
burgh back five yards and 
the Steelers opted to punt. 
“I accept responsibility for 
that,” coach Mike Tomlin 
said. “There was some hesi¬ 
tation on my part.” 

Flacco, who fumbled mid¬ 
way through the fourth 
quarter to set up Roethlis- 
berger’s strike to Wallace, 
atoned during a brilliant 13- 
play drive. 

He converted a fourth- 
and-1 at the Pittsburgh 49 
with less than a minute to go 


to keep Baltimore’s hopes 
alive, and Smith made up 
for a drop with the biggest 
play of his young career. 
The Steelers got the ball 
back with 8 seconds left 
but Antonio Brown fumbled 
a lateral from Wallace and 
the Ravens poured onto 
the Heinz Field turf in cel¬ 
ebration. 

How excited were the Ra¬ 
vens? Harbaugh received 
a cut on his chin after be¬ 
ing dropped by Baltimore 
general manager Ozzie 
Newsome. 

It’s hard to blame the Ra¬ 
vens for their giddiness, par¬ 
ticularly after two of their 
last three seasons ended 
on the same field. 

“We swept them, but don't 
be fooled — we'll see 
them again in January,” 
Baltimore linebacker Ter¬ 
rell Suggs said. “This is the 


only team in the world that 
can play like we play and 
match us blow for blow.” 
With one dramatic drive, 
Baltimore ended Pitts¬ 
burgh’s surge and moved 
into a tie with Cincinnati 
atop the AFC North. 

Flacco, who had come 
under fire from his team¬ 
mates for inconsistent 
play, completed 28 of 47 
passes and kept his head 
late after spending much 
of the second half trying to 
avoid Pittsburgh linebacker 
James Harrison. 

The All-Pro sacked Flacco 
three times in his first game 
back after missing a month 
with a fractured orbital 
bone around his right eye, 
but Pittsburgh’s pass rush 
disappeared on Baltimore's 
final drive. Given time to 
work, Flacco picked apart 
the NFL’s top-ranked pass 


defense. 

Gay couldn’t stop Flacco 
from hitting Anquan Boldin 
on the crucial fourth down 
and then couldn’t stay in 
front of Smith on the game¬ 
winning play. 

“That was, on my part, the 
worst drive ever,” Gay said. 
And perhaps the finest mo¬ 
ment of Flacco's career. 
“You don't really have any¬ 
thing to lose,” Flacco said. 
“You either score or you 
don’t score. ... You take a 
couple of shots at the end 
zone and see what comes 
of it.” 

The Steelers trailed by 10 
going into the fourth quar¬ 
ter but roared back behind 
Roethlisberger. Rashard 
Mendenhall scored from 1 
yard out to pull Pittsburgh 
within 16-13 and Harrison 
swatted the ball out of 
Flacco’s hand on Balti¬ 
more’s next possession. 
Gay recovered and Roeth¬ 
lisberger put the Steelers in 
front when he rolled right to 
avoid pressure and threw 
in the direction of Brown. 
Wallace streaked in front of 
his teammate for the score 
and Pittsburgh appeared 
to be on its way to aveng¬ 
ing a 28-point loss to the Ra¬ 
vens in the season opener. 
Roethlisberger finished with 
330 yards passing to be¬ 
come the first Pittsburgh 
quarterback to top 300 in 
three consecutive games, 
but the Steelers’ defense 
couldn't contain Flacco at 
the end. 

Suggs picked off Roethlis- 
berger’s pass in the third 
quarter to preserve a 9-6 
Baltimore lead. A dozen 
plays later, Rice darted in 
from 4 yards out to put the 
Ravens up 16-6.Q 
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Hit reset on cancer screening: ‘Tests not perfect’ 


LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — It 

turns out that catching 
cancer early is not always 
as important as has been 
thought. 

Some tumors are too slow- 
growing to ever threaten 
your life. Some are so 
aggressive that finding 
them early does not make 
much difference. And 
today’s treatments are 
much better for those 
somewhere in the middle. 
Those complexities are 
changing the longtime 
mantra that cancer 
screening will save your life. 
In reality, it depends on the 
type of cancer, the test and 
who gets checked when. 
“We can find cancer early. 
We can reduce the burden 
of the disease. But along 
the way, we're learning 
our tests are not as perfect 
as we’d like," says the 
American Cancer Society’s 
Dr. Len Lichtenfeld, a 
longtime screening 

proponent. “We’re learning 
that we’re now finding 
cancer that would in fact 
never cause harm.” 

Now cancer specialists 
are struggling to find a 
new balance: to quit over¬ 
promising the power of 
early detection and to help 
people understand that 
the tests themselves have 
risks — while not scaring 
away those really in need 


of scanning. 

Least controversial are 
cervical and colorectal 
cancer screenings. They 
can spot pre-cancerous 
growths that are fairly easy 
to remove, although even 
some of those tests can be 


used too frequently. More 
serious questions surround 
other cancers, such as like 
which men, if any, should 
get a PSA blood test to 
check for prostate cancer, 
and whether women 
should start mammograms 
in their 40s or wait until they 
are 50. 

Also in question is whether 
doctors will be able to 
head off another looming 


controversy: Just which 
smokers and ex-smokers 
should get a pricey CT 
scan that can detect lung 
cancer but also is prone to 
false alarms? A recent study 
found the scans could save 
some lives. But guidelines 


Associated Press 

are not due out until early 
next year that would 
decide who is at enough 
risk to outweigh the test’s 
potential harm — such as a 
risky, invasive biopsy to tell if 
a suspicious spot is cancer 
or just an old smoking scar. 
Yet already people like 
80-year-old Fred Voss of 
Sunderland, Maryland, are 
seeking out the tests. 

“It was a big relief, and 



In this photo of July 14, 2011, released by MELA Sciences, Dr. 
Joseph Gulfo works with the Mela Find medical device. The 
Food and Drug Administration on Wednesday approved a 
first-of-its-kind device, called MelaFind, that makes detailed, 
digital images of skin growths and uses a computer to analyze 
them for signs of cancer, offering a sort of second opinion to 
doctors. 
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it gave me something to 
watch,” says Voss, who 
participated in the CT study 
but wanted to get tested 
again to make sure nothing 
had changed. 

Today, guidelines for how 
to handle some of the 
most common cancer 
screenings conflict. And, 
they’re written for the 
average patient when 
many people may need 
a more customized 
decision, says Dr. 
Jeanne Mandelblatt of 
Georgetown University. She 
has studied breast cancer 
risk for a government 
panel that recommends 
most women not begin 
screening for the disease 
until age 50. 

Consider this, she says: 
The average woman has 
a 3 percent lifetime risk of 
dying of breast cancer, a 
low risk for a disease that 
women find so scary. Still, 
the chances of getting 
breast cancer do gradually 
increase with age and 
other circumstances. 

So if you are 40 and have 
several risk factors, such as 
dense breasts and close 
relatives with the disease, 
then you have the same risk 
as an average 50-year-old, 
not an average 40-year- 
old, and might consider 
earlier mammograms, 
Mandelblatt says. Few 
primary-care doctors have 
the time to go into that kind 
of detail. 

Adding to the confusion 
are testimonials from 
cancer survivors that a 
screening saved their 


lives. Dartmouth College 
researchers recently 

studied how often that is 
true for mammograms, and 
estimated that about 13 
percent of women in their 
50s whose breast cancer 
is detected by the tests 
survive as a result. 

What else plays a 
role? Treatments have 
dramatically improved in 
recent years, saving more 
lives. Also, increasingly 
powerful mammograms 
are detecting more low- 
risk tumors, the kind that 
probably would not have 
threatened a woman’s life 
in the first place. 

Still, mammograms are “not 
perfect, but they’re the 
best we have,” cautions 
Mandelblatt. She thinks 
the Dartmouth estimate is 
somewhat low. 

PSA tests for prostate 
cancer are a much 
tougher call. Last month, 
a government panel 
recommended an end 
to routine PSA screenings, 
a step further than other 
major medical groups that 
urge men to weigh the 
pros and cons and decide 
for themselves. But the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task 
Force found limited, if any, 
evidence that screening 
average men improves 
survival. That is largely 
because so many men 
are diagnosed with slow- 
growing tumors that never 
would have killed them; still, 
they have treatments that 
can cause incontinence, 
impotence or even lead to 
death.Q 
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Barnes & Noble’s unveils $249 Nook Tablet 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Barnes 
& Noble unveiled a $249 
Nook Tablet Monday 
just ahead of the crucial 
holiday shopping season as 
the book retailer fights for a 
larger share of the lucrative 
e-book market. 

Tablets and e-book readers 
are going to be flying off 
the shelves before the 
holidays, and both Barnes & 
Noble Inc. and Amazon are 
hoping to challenge Apple 
and its dominant iPad for 
a piece of the holiday pie. 
The Nook Tablet arrives just 
weeks after Amazon.com 
released its $199 Kindle 
Fire tablet. Barnes & Noble 
conceded on price while 
offering more memory and 
a product that it says has a 
longer battery life than the 
Kindle Fire. 

But it cut the price on its 
Nook Color, which doesn’t 
have streaming services, to 
$199, from $239. It cut the 
price for its Nook Simple 
Touch Reader, a black-and- 
white reader that doesn’t 
have a browser, to $99 from 
$139. The Nook Tablet will 
be in stores and shipped to 
homes on Nov. 17. Like the 
Nook Color, it has a 7-inch 
(17-centimeter) color 

touchscreen. The tablet 
will also come preloaded 
with apps from Netflix and 
Hulu. Morningstar Analyst 
Peter Wahlstrom said the 
tablet appears to be a 
solid device, and that most 
features were expected as 
part of the next iteration of 
the Nook Color. 

“At $249, it gives Barnes 
& Noble customers or 
potential customers 

enough to think hard about 
which device they want,” 
he said. 

Since introducing its first 
Nook in 2009, Barnes & 
Noble has spent heavily 
on its e-book readers and 
e-bookstore as people 
change the way they 
read, and also to fight off 
tough competition from 
discounters and online 
retailers. The New York 
company has struggled 
to turn a profit and saw its 
rival. Borders Group Inc., 
seek bankruptcy protection 
and then liquidate its assets. 
In its most recent quarter, 


Barnes & Noble reported 
a narrower loss as revenue 
edged up 2 percent to 
$1.42 billion.The NookTablet 
weighs less than a pound, 
has a battery life that 
enables nine hours of video 
watching and comes with 
16 gigabytes of memory 
with an expandable SD slot 
to add memory. 

Another selling point is 
Nook’s free customer 
service at the more than 
700 Barnes & Noble stores, 
CEO William Lynch said. 

If you bought a Kindle 
and had a question about 
it. Lynch asked, “where 
would you go, Amazon's 
headquarters in Seattle?” 
Apple Inc.'s iPad is the 
king of tablets now. It starts 
at $499 for a bare-bones 
version and costs $829 for 
the most expensive model. 
Analysts at Gartner Inc. 
predict that three of every 
four tablets sold this year 
will be an iPad. Apple has 
sold nearly 29 million since 


it released its first in April 
2010. Barnes & Noble and 
Amazon.com Inc. generally 
do not release sales figures. 
In addition to being 
available online and at 
Barnes & Noble stores, the 
Nook Tablet will be sold at a 
variety of retailers including 
Target, Best Buy, Staples 
and Fry’s. 

Shares of Barnes & Noble 
Inc. fell 13 cents to $11.48 
during afternoon tradingO 


This product image 
provided by Barnes & 
Noble Inc., shows the new 
$249 Nook Tablet, which 
was unveiled Monday, 
Nov. 7, 2011, in New 
York. The e-book reader 
includes more features of 
a full-blown tablet than its 
prior offerings as the tablet 
wars heat up ahead of 
the all-important holiday 
season. 

Associated Press 



Cyber weaknesses should 
deter US from waging war 



In this Feb. 19, 2010 photo, Richard A. Clarke, a former advisor 
to the president for security, attends a news conference of the 
film “S.O.S. - State of Security” at the International Film Festival 
Berlinale in Berlin. Clarke says America’s computer systems are 
so vulnerable to attack that it should deter U.S. leaders from 
going to war with other nations. 

Associated Press 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) —Amer¬ 
ica's critical computer net¬ 
works are so vulnerable to 
attack that it should deter 
U.S. leaders from going to 
war with other nations, a 
former top U.S. cybersecu¬ 
rity official said Monday. 
Richard Clarke, a top ad¬ 
viser to three presidents, 
joined a number of U.S. mili¬ 
tary and civilian experts in 
offering a dire assessment 
of America's cybersecu¬ 
rity at a conference, saying 
the country simply cannot 
protect its critical networks. 
Clarke said if he were advis¬ 
ing the president, he would 
warn against attacking 
other countries because 
so many of them — includ- 
ingChina, North Korea, Iran 
and Russia — could retali¬ 
ate by launching devas¬ 
tating cyber attacks that 
could destroy power grids, 
banking networks or trans¬ 
portation systems. The U.S. 
military, he said, is entirely 


dependent on computer 
systems and could end 
up in a future conflict in 
which troops trot out onto 
a battlefield “and nothing 
works.” Clarke said a good 
national security adviser 
would tell the president 
that the U.S. might be able 
to blow up a nuclear plant 


somewhere, or a terrorist 
training center somewhere, 
but a number of countries 
could strike back with a cy¬ 
ber attack and “the entire 
us economic system could 
be crashed in retaliation ... 
because we can’t defend 
it today.” 

“I really don't know to what 


extent the weapons sys¬ 
tems that have been de¬ 
veloped over the last 10 
years have been pene¬ 
trated, to what extent the 
chips are compromised, 
to what extent the code 
is compromised,” Clarke 
said. “I can’t assure you 
that as you go to war with 
a cybersecurity-conscious, 
cybersecurity-capable 
enemy that any of our stuff 
is going to work.” Clarke, 
along with Gen. Keith Alex¬ 
ander, who heads both the 
National Security Agency 
and U.S. Cyber Command, 
told the conference crowd 
that the U.S. needs to do 
a better job at eliminating 
network vulnerabilities and 
more aggressively seek out 
malware or viruses in Ameri¬ 
can corporate, military and 
government systems. 

But Clarke was more stri¬ 
dent about pushing for 
broader government regu¬ 
lations to enforce such im¬ 
provements, despite politi¬ 
cal reluctance. □ 
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Stocks push higher; Dow regains 12,000 mark 


U.S.: 

Consumer borrowing up, 
but credit card use falls 


DAVID K. RANDALL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A late 
rally pushed the Dow Jones 
industrial average back 
above 12,000 Monday as 
investors responded to the 
latest twists in Europe’s ef¬ 
forts to control its debt 
crisis. U.S. indexes were 
down for much of the day 
on worries that Italy could 
become the next country 
to run into trouble. Stocks 
turned higher after 2 p.m. 
(1900 GMT) on news that 
Greece would receive the 
latest installment of emer¬ 
gency aid as long as the 
country’s two main parties 
commit to implementing 
economic reforms agreed 
to by the country’s previ¬ 
ous government. 

Investors again reacted 
to whatever was the lat¬ 
est headline out of Europe. 
The region's problems 
have been offsetting opti¬ 
mism about strong corpo¬ 
rate earnings in the U.S. and 
signs of improvement in the 
economy. 

“Every day it seems like it’s 
the butting of heads be¬ 
tween whatever the lat¬ 
est rumor is out of Europe 
with good economic data 
and corporate earnings," 
said Karyn Cavanaugh, a 
market strategist with ING 
Investment Management. 
“It's overshadowing the 
fact that earnings are on 
track to be the best year 
ever.” 

The Dow rose 85.15 points, 
or 0.7 percent, to close at 
12,068.39. The Dow closed 


near its highest point of 
the day and had down as 
many as 102 points shortly 
after midday. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index rose 7.89, or 0.6 per¬ 
cent, to 1,261.12. Last week 


Europe. 


the S&P had its first down 
week since September. The 
Nasdaq rose 9.10, or 0.3 
percent, to 2,695.25. 

Worries that Italy could be¬ 
come the next victim of Eu¬ 
rope’s debt crisis kept inves¬ 
tors uneasy. 

Italy's borrowing rates 
spiked Monday to the high¬ 
est level since the country 
adopted the euro. Unlike 
Greece, Portugal or Ireland 
— all of which received 
financial lifelines — Italy 
has too much debt to be 
rescued by its European 
neighbors. Prime Minister Sil¬ 
vio Berlusconi has rejected 


suggestions that he resign 
to make way for more cost¬ 
cutting. 

In Greece, the two main 
political parties agreed 
over the weekend to share 
power in a new govern- 


(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

ment after George Papan- 
dreou said he would step 
aside as prime minister. 
European finance officials 
agreed to release the next 
slice of bailout money to 
Greece as long as leaders 
of the parties agree in writ¬ 
ing to carry out austerity 
measures required by inter¬ 
national lenders. 

The payment has been de¬ 
layed by two months and is 
needed to avoid a poten¬ 
tially disastrous default on 
the country’s debt, which 
would roil financial markets 
and cause losses for Euro¬ 
pean banksO 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans borrowed more 
in September to buy cars 
and attend college, but 
they charged less to their 
credit cards for a third 
straight month. The figures 
suggest that consumers 
are growing more cautious 
about taking on high-inter- 
est debt in a weak econ¬ 
omy. Total consumer bor¬ 
rowing rose by $7.4 billion 
in September, the Federal 
Reserve said Monday. In 
August, it had fallen by the 
most in 16 months. 

The September increase 
reflected a 5.8 percent in¬ 
crease in borrowing in the 
category that includes car 
and student loans. But the 
category that covers cred¬ 
it card purchases dropped 
1 percent after larger de¬ 
clines in July and August. 
Credit card use has sunk 
nearly 19 percent since 
September 2008, the 
height of the financial cri¬ 
sis. For many consumers, 
adding debt with high in¬ 
terest rates is too risky when 
jobs are scarce, pay raises 
are few and unemploy¬ 
ment has been stuck near 
9 percent for more than 
two years. The average 
annual percentage rate, 
or APR, on credit cards 
ticked up for variable-rate 
credit cards to 14.46 per¬ 
cent and was unchanged 


at 13.71 percent for fixed- 
rate credit cards, accord¬ 
ing Bankrate.com. 

Auto loans are far cheap¬ 
er. The average rate for 
a 48-month new-car loan 
was 5.31 percent last week. 
The average rate for subsi¬ 
dized student loans was 4.5 



percent last year, accord¬ 
ing to Student Loan Con- 
solidator.com. Loans not 
subsidized by the federal 
government are capped 
at 6.8 percent through 
2012. Earlier this year, 
many economists worried 
the economy was at risk 
of slipping back into an¬ 
other recession. In August, 
the government said the 
economy grew at an an¬ 
nual rate of just 0.9 percent 
in the first half of the year, 
and Europe’s debt crisis 
jolted financial markets. 
Those fears have eased 
since then. The economy 
grew at an annual rate 
of 2.5 percent in the July- 
September period, the 
government said, the best 
quarterly growth in a year. 
Consumer spending grew 
three times as fast as it had 
in the spring.Q 



Specialist Frank Masiello, left, and trader Gordon Charlop work 
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Monday, Nov. 

7, 2011. Stocks edged higher in choppy trading Monday as 
investors turned their attention toward mixed headlines out of 
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Businesses feel the pinch 
as China tightens lending 



David Huan, a business owner, at a trade fair in Guangzhou, 
China. China's policy makers have created an artificial credit 
crunch in order to keep inflation in check, affecting business 
owners like Huan, who sought loans to expand his picture frame 
factory. 

(Colin Beere/ The New York Times) 


KEITH BRADSHER 
MICHAEL WINES 
© 2011 New York Times 
GUANGZHOU, China - Da¬ 
vid Huan had big dreams 
for his business, a factory in 
central China that makes 
picture frames ranging from 
glossy wood to the gilded 
and baroque. He wanted 
to expand production, and 
add equipment and 400 to 
600 workers atop the 400 
he already employs. 

The demand was there last 
spring, he said on a recent 
afternoon. But his bankers 
were not. They balked at 
lending him money to buy 
equipment - and today his 
export-oriented business 
is about where it was six 
months ago. 

“I feel like I’m walking in 
place," he said. 

He has lots of company. 
While many businesses in 
the United States struggle 
to stay afloat and work¬ 
ers collect unemploy¬ 
ment checks, China has 
the opposite problem: an 
economy, pumped up by 
expansive lending by state- 
controlled banks, which is 
growing too fast to keep 
inflation and speculation in 
check. 

Beijing's solution: create an 
artificial shortage of credit. 
The central government 


has set stringent though 
undisclosed limits on how 
much money each bank 
can lend, clamped down 
on real estate specula¬ 
tion by limiting the number 
of mortgages allowed for 
each citizen and begun 
cracking down on many 
forms of semi-legal and ille¬ 
gal lending. After months of 
steady tightening, the con¬ 
trols have finally begun to 
bite into inflation, business 
growth, real estate prices 
and lending. 

Lending by Chinese banks 
jumped 32.5 percent in 
2009 in inflation-adjusted 
terms. That growth slowed 
to 13.3 percent in 2010 and 


7.3 percent in the first nine 
months of this year. Lend¬ 
ing to small businesses has 
grown slightly faster. But 
there are so many small 
businesses and they are 
expanding so quickly that 
competition for these loans 
is especially fierce and diffi¬ 
cult, said Nicholas R. Lardy, 
an economist at the Peter 
G. Peterson Institute for In¬ 
ternational Economics in 
Washington. 

The policymakers’ princi¬ 
pal goal is to tamp down 
inflation, which has played 
a repeated role in trigger¬ 
ing social unrest, including 
during the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square protests. □ 


With echoes of Greece, 
Italy bonds push higher 


GRAHAM BOWLEY 

© 2011 New York Times News Service 

Is the endgame near for Italy? 

Interest rates on Italian bonds rose to eu¬ 
ro-era records Monday, close to the level 
that earlier forced Greece, Ireland and 
Portugal to seek financial rescues. 

Bond rates are being driven by investors’ 
doubts that Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
can push through sweeping changes in 
Italy, encompassing everything from pen¬ 
sions to privatizations, seen as necessary 
to tackle its heavy debt load and revive 
its stagnating economy. 

Investors are also selling Italian bonds 
because they fear a lack of solidarity 
among other European countries to pro¬ 
vide billions of euros in support to Italy if 
conditions turn severe. 

They worry that European leaders have 
not come up with sufficient details about 


an expanded bailout fund, which is 
meant to provide massive firepower for 
Italy and other countries such as Spain 
should the markets turn against them. 
“Eurozone policy makers have yet to an¬ 
nounce a policy bazooka,” Jens Nord- 
vig, an economist at Nomura Holdings in 
New York, said in a research note. He said 
the structure of the purported $1.4 trillion 
bailout fund, announced at a meeting of 
European leaders in Brussels last month, 
“is insufficient to provide a credible back¬ 
stop.” 

The yields on Italy's 10-year bonds, a 
measure of investor anxiety about lend¬ 
ing money to Italy, rose to 6.63 percent at 
one point during trading Monday. 

But yields later fell back slightly, appar¬ 
ently as rumors spread through the mar¬ 
kets that Berlusconi was intending to step 
down.Q 


Gold starts the week higher 


NEW YORK (AP) — Gold is 
started the week higher 
Monday as uncertainty 
deepened over Europe's 
financial crisis. 

Gold for December deliv¬ 
ery rose $35, or 2 percent, 
to settle at $1,791.10 per 
ounce. 

The price of gold often rises 
during times of financial un¬ 
certainty. Investors see the 
precious metal as a safe 
store of value and tend to 
turn to it instead of curren¬ 
cies or stocks when they’re 
fearful. On Monday, doubts 
about Europe were stoked 
again as financial officials 
gathered in Brussels for ur¬ 
gent talks on how to ease 
the continent's debt crisis. 
At the same time, political 
instability continued to roil 
Greece. The two main par¬ 
ties in that country were 
still trying to form an interim 
government that could 
impose austerity measures 
needed to avoid default. 
Copper prices fell on pes¬ 
simism about the economy 
and the housing market. 
Copper is used as a raw 
material in everything from 
electronics to new housing 
construction, so its price is 
closely tied with economic 
growth. 

Fitch Ratings released a 
report that U.S. foreclosure 



rates have almost doubled 
from this time last year. Fitch 
said U.S. housing prices will 
probably fall another 10 
percent before stabilizing. 
If that happens, it could 
hinder the construction 
industry and depress de¬ 
mand for copper.Copper 
for December delivery fell 
2.9 cents, or nearly 1 per¬ 
cent, to close at $3.5355 
per pound. 

Other metals were higher. 
December silver rose 7.44 
cents, or 2 percent, to 
close at $34,828 an ounce. 
December palladium rose 
$6.60, or 1 percent, to close 
at $661.90 an ounce. Janu¬ 
ary platinum gained $28.70 
to finish at $1,658 an ounce. 
Crop prices were down, 
with the exception of 
wheat. December wheat 
gained 2 cents to finish at 
$6.3875 per bushel. De¬ 
cember corn fell 2.5 cents 
to end at $6.5325 per bush¬ 
el. November soybeans 
lost 19.25 cents to finish at 
$12.0175 a bushel.Q 


Treasurys rise on 
Euro debt crisis 



NEW YORK (AP) — Treasury 
prices rose Monday as in¬ 
vestors shifted their con¬ 
cerns about Europe’s debt 
crisis to the larger Italian 
economy. 

Italy’s borrowing rates 
jumped to the highest level 
since the country adopted 
the euro. That increased 
pressure on Premier Silvio 
Berlusconi to resign and let 
a new government reform 
the country’s spendthrift 
ways. Italy is the third-larg- 


est country that uses the 
euro, making it too big to 
be rescued in the same 
way that Greece, Portugal 
and Ireland were. 

Those concerns pushed up 
the prices of safe assets like 
Treasurys. The yield on the 
10-year Treasury note fell to 
2.01 percent from 2.04 per¬ 
cent late Friday. Its price 
rose 28.1 cents per $100 in¬ 
vested. 

The yield on the 30-year 
bond fell to 3.05 percent 
from 3.09 percent. Its price 
rose 84.4 cents. 

In other trading, the yield 
on the two-year Treasury 
note was flat at 0.23 per¬ 
cent. The three-month T- 
bill yielded 0.01 percent, 
unchanged from late Fri¬ 
day. Its discount wasn’t 
available. □ 
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1^1 COMICS 



Mutts 



Blondie 


H£y, you 

THE MOOD 
TO SET 
A PIZZA? 


SLONDIE'S SETTING 
> THE TA5LE FOR 





Mother Goose & Grimm 


WHERE'S 

RALPH? 


HE FOUND OUT 
THAT C0RP0RAT/0NS 
ARE PEOPLE/ , 
SO HE TOOK 6.M- 
OUT ON A DATE. 



VOU MEAN 
THE CAR ^ 
COMPANY? 


VEAH/ 

JUST 

DINNER 
AND A 
MOVIE. 


WHATS FOUR THOUSAND 
MEDIUM POPCORNS 
6OINQ TO SET ME BACK?, 



'/■SHACKS 


mSSB3 


Baby Blues 


kPPAPetfrtM we iGNo^es 
6\?u £o wautUM vie 


INTERCEPTION!/ 


vthsom.,. 
pip sou 
sofAemiNis? 



Zits 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 11/08 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Monday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Popular game 
fish 

5 Taken 
surprised 

10 Coffin stand 

14 In a lazy way 

15 _ with; 
burdened by 

16 Wander; roam 

17 Speaker’s 
platform 

18 Male bee 

19 Was obligated 

20 Pours the 
contents out of 

22 Toward the 
ocean 

24 Be inaccurate 

25 Indianapolis 
football team 

26 Disgrace 

29 Golf hole 
average 

30 Goes first 

34 Belonging to 
that woman 

35 Mouth, slangily 

36 Like most tires 

37 Ginger soft 
drink 

38 Wants 

40 Parched 

41 Population list 

43 Young child 

44 Touch 

45 Natural ability 

46 Running game 

47 Ebsen or Holly 

48 Of the kidneys 

50 Chum 

51 Gouda & Swiss 

54 Camp blaze 

58 Reason to wed 

59 Donkeys 

61 Teen male 
superstar, often 

62 “So be it!” 

63 Gets dizzy 

64 Ooze out 

65 Hideaways 

66 Schedule 

67 Boys 

DOWN 

1 _ one’s time; 
wait patiently 

2 Actor Sandler 


3 Undergarment 

4 Respiratory 
and circulatory 

5 Birch variety 

6 Saloons 

7 Commotion 

8 Letter reviewer 
during wartime 

9 Genuflect 

10 Lingered in a 
bookstore 

11 Dubuque, _ 

12 At any time 

13 Actor _Foxx 
21 Indignation 
23 Book of maps 

25 Rome or Paris 

26 Hut 

27 Keller or Reddy 

28 Game site 

29 Faux _; social 
blunder 

31 Assisted 

32 Challenged 

33 In a crafty way 

35 Affirmative 

36 _ as a lobster 

38 Noblemen 

39 Dustcloth 


42 Window 
coverings 

44 Satisfy 

46 Feature of a 
graduation cap 

47 Embargo 

49 Gets closer to 

50 Group formed to 
assist a sheriff 


51 _ in; 
wearing 

52 Residence 

53 Balanced; fair 

54 Waist strap 

55 New thought 

56 Highway 

57 Deer cousins 
60 Caribbean _ 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Disl. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Today in History 


The Associated Press 
Today is Tuesday, Novem¬ 
ber 8, the 312th day of 
2011. There are 53 days left 
in the year. 

Highlights in history on this 
date: 

1519 - Spanish conqueror 
Hernan Cortez reaches 
Mexico City with his small 
Spanish force and 1,000 
Tlaxcaltec allies. The Az¬ 
tecs, believing he is an in¬ 
carnation of the Aztec god 
Quetzalcoatl, receive him 
with great honor. 

1520 - Swedes loyal to 
Denmark's King Christian II 
execute over 80 political 
opponents in the central 
square in "the blood bath 
of Stockholm." 

1793 - The Louvre Museum 
in Paris opens to the public. 
1892 - Former U.S. President 
Grover Cleveland beats 
incumbent Benjamin Har¬ 
rison and becomes the first 
U.S. president to win non- 
consecutive terms in the 
White House. 

1895 - Wilhelm Conrad 
Roentgen, German physi¬ 
cist, discovers X-rays. 

1917 - Vladimir I. Lenin be¬ 
comes chief commissar in 
Russia and Leon Trotsky is 
named premier. 

1923 - Adolf Hitler stages 
unsuccessful coup in Mu¬ 
nich, Germany, that comes 
to be known as the "Beer- 
Hall Putsch." 

1932 - New York Gov. 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt is 
elected U.S. president. 

1942 - U.S. and British troops 
land in French North Africa 
during World War II. 

1950 - First battle between 
jet planes breaks out as 
U.S. fighters are attacked 
by North Korean MiGs near 
Yalu River in Korean con¬ 
flict. 

1956 - U.N. General Assem¬ 
bly demands that Soviet 
troops withdraw from Hun¬ 
gary. 

1960 - Massachusetts Sena¬ 
tor John F. Kennedy de¬ 
feats Vice President Rich¬ 
ard M. Nixon for the U.S. 
presidency 

1966 - Italian city of Flor¬ 
ence appeals to the world 
to help save art treasures 
damaged by floods; Ed¬ 
ward W. Brooke of Mas¬ 
sachusetts becomes the 



Today is Parker Posey’s 
birthday 


first black to be elected to 
the U.S. Senate by popular 
vote. 

1977 - Israel shells Palestin¬ 
ian guerrilla concentrations 
in southern Lebanon. 

1987 - A bomb planted by 
the Irish Republican Army 
kills 11 people and injures 
55 at a memorial service 
for Britain's war dead in En¬ 
niskillen, Northern Ireland. 

1988 - Nearly 9,000 foreign 
tourists are evacuated 
from Sri Lanka beach re¬ 
sorts after Sinhalese ex¬ 
tremists threaten to attack 
south coast hotels. 

1989 - Nicaraguan Presi¬ 
dent Daniel Ortega offers 
to end arms imports to his 
country in exchange for 
demobilization of Contra 
rebels. 

1990 - U.S. President George 
Bush orders 200,000 more 
U.S. troops to the Gulf; Unit¬ 
ed States readies U.N. reso¬ 
lution that would authorize 
an attack on Iraq. 

1991 - The European Com¬ 
munity and Canada im¬ 
pose economic sanctions 
on Yugoslavia in an at¬ 
tempt to stop the Balkan 
civil war. 

1992 - U.S. Senator Bob 
Dole calls for an investiga¬ 
tion into the action of the 
Iran-contra special pros¬ 
ecutor's office in connec¬ 
tion with the indictment of 
former Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger, who 
was charged with making 
false statements to Con¬ 
gress. 

1993 - Russian President Bo¬ 
ris Yeltsin approves a draft 
constitution that will give 
him increased powers at 
the parliament's expense. 

1994 - France arrests 95 


people in its biggest sweep 
against Islamic militants. 

1995 - Russia agrees to have 
peacekeeping troops in 
Bosnia report to an Ameri¬ 
can division instead of hav¬ 
ing them directly under 
NATO command, which 
the Russians resisted. 

1996 - U.N. Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
calls for an internafional 
military force to aid and 
protect a million refugees 
caught in a civil war in 
Zaire, but is blocked by the 
United States in the Security 
Council. 

1997 - Chinese engineers 
divert the Yangtze River 
from its natural course, 
clearing way for the con¬ 
struction of the enormous 
Three Gorges dam. 

1998 - In Bangladesh, 15 
former military command¬ 
ers are sentenced to death 
for the 1975 assassination 
of the country's first prime 
minister. 

1999 - Israel's national air¬ 
line graduates its first Arab 
flight attendant in nearly 
a decade, several months 
after it came under attack 
for discriminating against 
Arabs. 

2000 - Fusako Shigenobu, a 
Japanese revolutionary re¬ 
sponsible for terrorist mas¬ 
sacres in Israel and Italy, is 
arrested in Japan after de¬ 
cades on the run. 

2001 - The discovery of eight 
remains — five skeletons 
and the partially clad bod¬ 
ies of three young women 
— in Cuidad Juarez, Mexi¬ 
co, ignites fear that a series 
of 57 rape-murders did not 
end in the 1990s. 

2002 - A Yemeni-American, 
Ahmed Hijazihas, is killed 
by a CIA airstrike in Yemen. 
He is believed to have links 
to alleged members of the 
al-Caida cell in suburban 
Buffalo, New York, that was 
raided by U.S. authorities in 
September. 

2003 - A car bomb deto¬ 
nates in a residential com¬ 
pound in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, killing at least 17 
people and wounding 
more than 120 others. Most 
of the victims are believed 
to be Arab Muslims. 

2004 - Muslim groups ask 
the Dutch government to 
protect Islamic sites after 


an elementary school is 
bombed — the latest in es¬ 
calating tensions following 
the killing of a filmmaker, al¬ 
legedly by an Islamic radi¬ 
cal. 

2005 - France declares a 
state of emergency after 
nearly two weeks of riot¬ 
ing, clearing the way for 
curfews in hopes of ending 
fhe country's worst civil un¬ 
rest in more than 50 years. 
Its prime minister acknowl- 

Today’s Birthdays: 
Edmund Halley, British as¬ 
tronomer (1656-1742); John 
Milton, English poet (1608- 
1674); Hermann Rorschach, 
Swiss psychiatrist (1884- 
1922); Margaret Mitchell, 
U.S. author (1900-1949); 
Katharine Hepburn, U.S. 
actress (1907-2003); Alain 
Delon, French actor (1932- 
-); Mary Hart, U.S. television 
host (1950--); Parker Posey, 
U.S. actress (1968--). 

Thought For Today: 

Man is born to live, not 
to prepare for life — Boris 
Pasternak, Russian author 
(1890-1960)0 
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Large asteroid zipping close to Earth on Tuesday 



This image made from radar data taken in April 2010 by the 
Arecibo Radar Telescope in Puerto Rico and provided by 
NASA/Cornell/Arecibo shows asteroid 2005 YU55. 

Associated Press 
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MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 

— An asteroid bigger than 
an aircraft carrier will dart 
between the Earth and 
moon on Tuesday — the 
closest encounter by such 
a huge rock in 35 years. 

But scientists say not to wor¬ 
ry. It won’t hit. 

“We’re extremely confi¬ 
dent, 100 percent con¬ 
fident, that this is not a 
threat,” said the manager 
of NASA's Near Earth Ob¬ 
ject Program,Don Yeo¬ 
mans. “But it is an opportu¬ 
nity.” 

The asteroid named 2005 


YU55 is being watched by 
ground antennas as it ap¬ 
proaches from the direc¬ 
tion of the sun. The last time 
it came within so-called 
shouting distance was 200 
years ago. 

Closest approach will oc¬ 
cur at 6:28 p.m. EST Tues¬ 
day when the asteroid 
passes within 202,000 miles 
of Earth. That’s closer than 
the roughly 240,000 miles 
between the Earth and the 
moon. 

The moon will be just under 
150,000 miles from the as¬ 
teroid at the time of closest 
approach. 

Both the Earth and moon 


are safe — “this time," said 
Jay Melosh, professor of 
Earth and atmospheric sci¬ 
ences at Purdue University. 
If 2005 YU55 were to plow 
into the home planet, it 
would blast out a crater 
four miles across and 1,700 
feet deep, according to 
Melosh’s calculations. Think 
a magnitude-7 earthquake 
and 70-foot-high tsunami 
waves. 

Scientists have been track¬ 
ing the slowly spinning, 
spherical, dark-colored 
object since its discovery 
in 2005, and are positive it 
won't do any damage. 
“We know the orbit of this 
object very well,” Yeomans 
said. 

The asteroid stretches a 
quarter-mile across. Small¬ 
er objects come close all 
the time. Yeomans noted, 
but nothing this big will 
have ventured so close 
since 1976. And nothing 
this large will again until 
2028. 

Radar observations from 
California and Puerto Rico 
will help scientists ascer¬ 
tain whether the asteroid 
is pockmarked with craters 
and holds any water-bear¬ 
ing minerals or even frozen 
water. 

Amateur astronomers 
would need a 6-inch-or- 
bigger telescope and 
know exactly where to 
look to spot it. 

Astronomers consider 2005 
YU55 a C-type asteroid — 
one containing carbon- 
based materials. □ 
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Justin Bieber performs at 
Westfield Stratford, in London 
on Monday, Nov. 7, 2011, 
during a ceremony to switch 
on the Christmas lights. 
Thousands of young and 
mostly female fans waited 
hours for the 17-year-old 
singer to appear at the 
Christmas lights event. 

Associated Press 

Spokesman says 
Bieber will take 
paternity test 

ATLANTA (AP) — Justin 
Bieber will take a paternity 
test and then he plans to 
sue the woman who has 
filed a paternity suit against 
him, a representative for 
the teen pop star said Mon¬ 
day. 

Matthew Hiltzik said the 
17-year-old singer will take 
a paternity test when he 
returns to the U.S. within the 
next two weeks. He also 
said Bieber's team plans to 
“vigorously pursue all avail¬ 
able legal remedies to pro¬ 
tect Justin.” 

Mariah Yeater filed the pa¬ 
ternity suit last week in San 
Diego Superior Court. She 
said she had just turned 19 
when she and Bieber, then 
16, had a brief sexual en¬ 
counter after one of the 
singer’s concerts last fall in 
a backstage bathroom at 
Los Angeles’ Staples Cen¬ 
ter. 

Bieber has said he’s never 
met Yeater and has de¬ 
nied allegations that he 
fathered Yeater's 3-month- 
old child. 

The singer was in London 
on Monday to switch on 
the Christmas lights at the 
city’s two biggest shopping 
malls. Thousands of young 
and mostly female fans 
waited hours for Bieber to 
appear. Bieber traveled 
the 12 miles between the 
malls by helicopter.Q 
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Lindsay Lohan checks in 
and out of LA County jail 


BY GREG RISLING 
Associated Press 
LYNWOOD, California (AP) 

— Lindsay Lohan was re¬ 
leased from jail early Mon¬ 
day, less than five hours 
after she arrived at the 
crowded women’s lockup 
to serve a 30-day sentence 
for violating probation. 

The “Mean Girls" actress 
was booked into the Cen¬ 
tury Regional Detention 
facility in Lynwood at 8:48 
p.m. Sunday, in what was 
expected to be a short stay 
Steve Whitmore said. 

News crews staking out the 
jail said she left in a bbe- 
cause of jail overcrowding. 
She was released at 1:35 
a.m., 

Los Angeles County sheriff’s 
spokesman lack Cadillac 
Escalade sport utility vehi¬ 
cle, and that she was in her 
Venice home by 2 a.m. Lo¬ 
han did not get any favors, 
Whitmore said. 

“She’s treated like every 
other inmate who has gone 
through similar circum¬ 
stances,” he said. 


Lohan had until Nov. 9 to re¬ 
port to the jail. 

It’s Lohan’sfifth jail sentence 
since being arrested twice 
for drunken driving in 2007. 
Her brief return to jail came 
after Lohan completed an 
interview and photo shoot 
for Playboy magazine that 
will appear in the January/ 
February issue, her spokes¬ 
man Steve Honig wrote in 
an email Monday. 

On Wednesday, a judge or¬ 
dered jail time because Lo¬ 
han recently violated court 
orders by getting booted 
from a community service 
assignment at a women’s 
shelter. 

The judge imposed a com¬ 
plicated sentence, telling 
Lohan that she will now 
have to perform all of her 
community service at the 
county morgue or risk serv¬ 
ing an additional 270 days 
in jail. 

Lohan will have to serve 
423 hours at the county 
morgue, where for nearly 
two weeks she has been 
mopping floors, cleaning 


bathrooms and washing 
dirty sheets. 

The sentence also requires 
Lohan to undergo psy¬ 
chotherapy sessions and 
appear monthly at court 
hearings between Decem¬ 
ber and March. 

The judge also said Lohan 
can no longer leave the 
country and needs the per¬ 
mission of her new “no-non- 
sense” probation officer to 
travel outside California. 

Jail overcrowding has led 
to significantly shortened 
jail terms. 

In 2007, Lohan spent 84 
minutes at the jail before 
being released, and in the 
past she has served about 
20 percent of her sentence, 
which is roughly six days. 
“The longer the sentence, 
the longer you stay in jail,” 
Whitmore said. 

“As pathetic as it sounds, 
this is not necessarily special 
treatment,” said Adam H. 
Braun, a defense attorney 
who was not involved in the 
case. 

“It just depends how full the 


In a Sept. 23, 2011 file photo 
Lindsay Lohan poses at the 
Amfar charity event in Milan, 
Italy. Los Angeles County 
records online show Lohan 
was booked into a jail in 
Lynwood on Sunday night, 
Nov. 6,2011. 

Associated Press 

jail is when someone surren¬ 
ders. If it is filled to capacity 
or nearly full, offenders like 
her are the first ones let go 
so more serious offenders 
can be held.’Q 



Oscars, Jones to honor 
Vanessa Redgrave in London 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
BEVERLY HILLS, California 
(AP) — Decades after her 
provocative Oscar accep¬ 
tance speech, Vanessa 
Redgrave will be honored 
at the film academy’s first 
European tribute to an ac¬ 
tor. 

The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
says it will honor Redgrave 
on Sunday in London, 
where she is starring with 
James Earl Jones in the 
stage production of “Driv¬ 
ing Miss Daisy.” 

Jones is to receive an hon¬ 
orary Oscar on Saturday at 
the academy’s Governors 
Awards, but the 80-year-old 
actor is skipping that cere¬ 
mony in Los Angeles to con¬ 
tinue the play’s run without 
interruption. 

He plans to participate 
by video in the Governors 


Awards, where veteran 
makeup artist Dick Smith 
is also receiving an honor¬ 
ary Academy Award for his 
distinguished career in film, 
and Oprah Winfrey will be 
presented with the acad¬ 
emy’s humanitarian award. 
The academy will honor 
Redgrave for her five de¬ 
cades in film. 

The 74-year-old actress 
has been nominated for 
six Academy Awards and 
won for her supporting role 
in 1977’s “Julia," playing an 
anti-Nazi activist murdered 
by the Germans. This latest 
honor does not involve an 
Oscar statuette. 

Redgrave's win for “Julia” 
led to one of the most star¬ 
tling moments in Oscar his¬ 
tory. 

The Jewish Defense League 
had objected to her nomi¬ 
nation and picketed the 
ceremony because Red¬ 
grave had narrated and 


helped fund a documenta¬ 
ry, “The Palestinian,” which 
supported a Palestinian 
state. 

In her acceptance speech, 
Redgrave praised the 
academy for not being in¬ 
timated by “a small bunch 
of Zionist hoodlums whose 
behavior is an insult to the 
stature of Jews all over the 
world and their great and 
heroic record of struggle 
against fascism and op¬ 
pression." 

Her comments were met 
by gasps, boos and grow¬ 
ing applause. 

Redgrave and Jones 
played Miss Daisy and her 
loyal chauffeur, Hoke, on 
Broadway before the pro¬ 
duction moved to London. 
The academy honored 
producer Jeremy Thomas in 
London last year. Previous 
London honorees include 
Terry Gilliam, Harold Pinter 
and Lewis Gilbert. □ 



In this June 12, 2011 file photo, 
Vanessa Redgrave arrives at 
the 65th Annual Tony Awards 
in New York. The Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences says it will honor 
Redgrave Sunday, Nov. 13, 

2011 in London, where she is 
starring with James Earl Jones 
in the stage production of 
“Driving Miss Daisy.” 

Associated Press 
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Jookin’, tappin’, hip-hop are hits at dance test 



In this undated image released by the New York City Center, Lil 
Buck performs in “The Swan.” Lil Buck performed at the Fall for 
Dance Festival in New York. 


JOCELYN NOVECK 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

joys of the eclectic Fall for 
Dance festival at City Cen¬ 
ter never get old. 

This year you could stop 
by the festival lounge be¬ 
fore the show and pay $8 
for wild boar stew and po¬ 
lenta, or $2 for a cocktail. 
Or you could toss the food 
to the side and participate 
in the free dance lessons. 
One night you could see a 
group of game New York¬ 
ers learning hip-hop; an¬ 
other night, flamenco. 

And the sparkling, newly 
renovated theater offered 
the real treat: four wildly 
diverse dance companies 
each night to entertain 
you, all at the price of $10 
for every seat in the house. 
Only the most ardent and 
resourceful fans got to see 
all five programs over the 
10-day festival that ended 
Sunday; tickets sold out 
within five hours this year. 
We can, alas, only report 
on three of the programs 
here, but they provided a 
delectable array of energy 
and movement. 

What was the most delight- 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Brett 
Ratner said Monday that 
he’s sorry for using a gay 
slur during a question-and- 
answer session at a screen¬ 
ing for his new film. 


ful surprise in a festival full of 
surprises? A key contender 
this year was the joyous, 
hugely athletic display put 
on by the muscular young 
Brazilian men of a French- 
based company, CCN de 
Creteil et du Val-de-Marne/ 
Compagnie Kaefig. 

Was it hip-hop, capoeira, 
samba or something else? 
Whatever it was, it was 
hypnotic. The men, shirt¬ 
less and in sneakers, joy¬ 
ously goaded each other 


The 42-year-old filmmaker, 
who is set to produce next 
year’s Academy Awards, 
issued a statement apolo¬ 
gizing “for any offense my 
remarks caused.” 

Ratner used a pejorative 
term to describe gay men 


into endless feats of daring. 
The set was filled with plas¬ 
tic glasses of water, which 
the dancers used in bound¬ 
lessly creative ways as they 
celebrated this crucial ele¬ 
ment of our existence: wa¬ 
ter, or AGWA, as the dance 
was called. It was the high 
of the evening (the troupe 
performed in the fourth 
program), similar to the 
jolt of energy provided a 
week earlier by the won¬ 
derful Lil Buck, aka Charles 


in response to a question 
asked at a screening of his 
latest movie, “Tower Heist." 
“It was a dumb way of ex¬ 
pressing myself," 

Ratner said in his statement. 
“Everyone who knows me 
knows that I don’t have 
a prejudiced bone in my 
body. 

But as a storyteller I should 
have been much more 
thoughtful about the pow¬ 
er of language and my 
choice of words." 

Tom Sherak, president of 
the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, 
said Monday that Ratner's 
remarks were “inappropri¬ 
ate” but the academy isn’t 
planning to remove him 
from his Oscar-producing 
position. 

“The bottom line is, this 
won’t and can’t happen 
again. It will not happen 
again," 

Sherak said. “The apol¬ 
ogy he gave I truly believe 


Riley, a master of the Mem¬ 
phis street dancing called 
“jookin’.” A YouTube video 
of Lil Buck dancing to cel¬ 
list Yo-Yo Ma’s accompani¬ 
ment has gone viral — be¬ 
lieve us, 

it pales drastically in com¬ 
parison to the impact of 
seeing him live. His moves 
were a mesmerizing mix 
of jerky to almost super¬ 
humanly fluid. Performing 
to “The Swan” by Camille 
Saint-Saens, a piece usu¬ 
ally associated with a frail 
ballerina in white and on 
pointe, 

Lil Buck wore black 
and danced on his own 
“pointe”: The toes of his 
sneakers. Seconds later, 
these same sneakers seem¬ 
ingly turned into ice skates, 
so smoothly did he glide 
across the floor. 

Along with that crazy foot 
movement, jookin’ involves 
a lot of quick body twists 
and undulating torsos. 
There was also the matter 
of this dancer’s amazing 
arms, which snaked and 
fluttered to compete with 
any traditional ballet swan. 
At times, particularly when 
he folded himself into a 


comes from his heart. ... 
This is about integrity and 
honoring the Academy 
Awards, 

but we all make mistakes 
and I believe he didn’t 
mean it.” 

The Gay and Lesbian Alli¬ 
ance Against Defamation 
said Monday it wants to 
see more from both Ratner 
and the academy. 
Herndon Graddick, 

GLAAD's senior director 
of programs, called the 
academy’s response “in¬ 
sufficient.” 

“The Academy and Holly¬ 
wood need to send a clear 
message that such slurs, 
used even once, have no 
place in mainstream popu¬ 
lar culture or at the helm of 
the industry that helps cre¬ 
ate it,” Graddick said. 
“Tower Heist" opened Fri¬ 
day. It stars Eddie Mur¬ 
phy, who is set to host the 
84th Academy Awards in 
February.Q 


birdlike pose, he seemed 
to be an expert contortion¬ 
ist who wouldn’t be out of 
place at Cirque du Soleil. 
There were other crowd- 
pleasers. Steven McRae, of 
the Royal Ballet in London, 
mixed ballet with tap to 
delightful effect in “Some¬ 
thing Different” — literally, a 
ballet dancer doing some¬ 
thing different. His leaps 
and quick-fire turns, on tap, 
had the audience roaring 
and may have spoiled tra¬ 
ditional tap dancing a little 
for some of them. On the 
less showy side of things, 
the four visiting dancers 
of the Australian Ballet — 
especially Lana Jones — 
showed their virtuosity with 
the fiendishly demanding 
“Gemini” by Glen Tetley. 
There will be more from 
them, luckily, in 2012 when 
the company returns to 
New York. The Royal Bal¬ 
let of Flanders danced a 
compelling rendition of the 
Ulysses story, with a lovely 
turn by the red-haired Eva 
Dewaele. 

A lively exposition of tradi¬ 
tional Cuban dance came 
from Lizt Alfonso Dance 
Cuba There were some flat 
moments: “All Fours" by the 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
was uncharacteristically 
dull, and though its danc¬ 
ers shone, 

the Tao Dance Theater 
from Beijing suffered from a 
repetitive style of choreog¬ 
raphy, 

especially in the first of two 
numbers, an exhausting dis¬ 
play of spinning moves that 
never changed. And in a 
performance that some 
loved and others hated, 
17 dancers from the Hub¬ 
bard Street company from 
Chicago performed Ohad 
Naharin’s “Three to Max,” 
in which clever dance mo¬ 
ments mixed frustratingly 
with seemingly endless pas¬ 
sages, such as one that in¬ 
volved counting; it was just 
too long. 

But at least the danc¬ 
ers had a sense of humor 
and brio: A few of them — 
women, all — mooned the 
audience. 

That got people’s atten¬ 
tion. As Fall for Dance in¬ 
evitably does, in so many 
ways.Q 


Director Brett Ratner apologizes for gay slur 



Producer Brian Grazer, left, and Brett Ratner pose together at the 
premiere of “J. Edgar” during the Opening Night Gala of AFI FEST 
2011 in Los Angeles, Thursday, Nov. 3, 2011. “J. Edgar” opens in 
theaters Nov. 9, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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India’s innovation stimulus 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 

© 2011 New York Times News 

Service 

NEW DELHI - The world hit 7 bil¬ 
lion people last week, and I think 
I met half of them on the road 
from New Delhi to Agra here in 
India. They were on foot, on bi¬ 
cycle, on motor scooters. They 
were in pickups, dented cars 
and crammed into motorized 
rickshaws. They were dodging 
monkeys and camels and cows. 
Somehow, though, without ben¬ 
efit of police or stoplights, this 
flow of humanity that is mod¬ 
ern India impossibly went about 
its business. But just when your 
mind tells you that this crush of 
people will surely overwhelm all 
efforts to lift the mass of India 
ouf of poverty, you start to no¬ 
tice a pattern: Every few miles 
there’s a cellphone tower and 
a fresh-looking building poking 
ouf of fhe controlled chaos. 
And the sign out front invari¬ 
ably says “school” - engineering 
school, biotechnology school, 
English-language school, busi¬ 
ness school, computer school 
or private elementary school. In¬ 
dia is still the only country I know 
where you can find a billboard 
advertising “physics degrees.” 

All these schools, plus 600 mil¬ 
lion cellphones, plus 1.2 billion 
people, half of whom are under 
25, are India’s hope - because 
only by leveraging technology 
and brains can India deliver 
a truly better life for its masses. 
There are a million reasons why 
it won’t happen, but there is 
one big reason it might. The pre¬ 
dicted really is happening: In¬ 
dia’s young techies are moving 
from running the back rooms of 
Western companies, who out¬ 
sourced work here, to invent¬ 
ing the front rooms of Indian 
companies, which are offering 
creative, low-cost solutions for 
India’s problems. The late C.K. 
Prahalad called it “Gandhian 
innovation,” and I encountered 
many examples around New 
Delhi. 

Meet Vijay Pratap Singh Aditya, 
the CEO of Ekgaon. His focus is 
Indian farmers, who make up 
half the population and consti¬ 
tute what he calls “an emerg¬ 
ing market within an emerging 
market.” Ekgaon built a soft¬ 
ware program that runs on the 
cheapest cellphones and offers 
illiterate farmers a voice or text 
advisory program that tells them 
when is the best time to plant 
their crops, how to mix their fer¬ 
tilizers and pesticides, when to 
dispense them and how much 
water to add each day. 

“India has to increase farm pro¬ 
ductivity,” explains Aditya, “but 
our farms are small, and advis¬ 
ers from the Agriculture Depart¬ 
ment can’t reach many of them. 


So they go for hearsay methods 
of planting, which leads to low 
productivity and soil desertifi¬ 
cation.” Using cloud comput¬ 
ing, Ekgaon tailors its advice to 
each farmer’s specific soil, crop 
and weather conditions. Some 
12,000 farmers are already sub¬ 
scribing ($5 for one year), and 
the plan is set to grow to 15 mil¬ 
lion in five years. 

Meet K. Chandrasekhar, the 
CEO of Forus Health, whose 
focus is “avoidable blindness” 
among India’s rural poor. A 
quarter of the world’s blind 
people, some 12 million, are in 
India, Chandrasekhar explains, 
and more than 80 percent of 
those are blind as a result of a 
lack of screening and a lack 
of ophthalmologists in rural ar¬ 
eas. In the past, comprehen¬ 
sive screening required multiple 
expensive diagnostic devices 
to check for diabetic retinas, 
cataracts, glaucoma, cornea 
and refraction problems, all of 
which cause 90 percent of the 
avoidable blindness in India. So 
Forus invented “a single, por¬ 
table, intelligent, noninvasive, 
eye prescreening device” that 
can identify all five of fhese ma¬ 
jor ailments and also provide an 
automated “Normal or Needs 
to See a Doctor” report; it can 
be run by a trained technician, 
who through telemedicine con¬ 
nects patients to a doctor. 

“We work with a Dutch compa¬ 
ny on optics, and the University 
of Texas supports us in business 
development,” Chandrasekhar 
adds. “We are talking to a Bra¬ 
zilian company that is interested 
in manufacturing our technolo¬ 
gy and selling in Latin America.” 
Outsourcees are becoming 
outsourcers. Meet Aloke Bajpai, 
who, like others on his young 
team, cut his teeth working for 
Western technology compa¬ 
nies but returned to India on a 
bet that he could start some¬ 
thing - he just didn’t know what. 
The result is iXiGO.com, a travel 
search service that can run on 
the cheapest cellphones and 
helps Indians book the lowest- 
cost fares, whether it is a farmer 
who wants to go by bus or train 
for a few rupees from Chennai 
to Bangalore or a millionaire 
who wants to go by plane to 
Paris. iXiGO now has 1 million 
unique users a month and is 
growing. Bajpai used free open- 
source software, Skype and 
cloud-based office fools like 
Google Apps and social media 
marketing on Facebookto build 
his software platform and grow 
his company. They “enabled us 
to grow so much faster with no 
money,” he said. 

In the last two years, 100 million 
people have signed up for an 
official ID. Once everyone has 
one, fhe government can de¬ 
liver them services or subsidies 
- some $60 billion each year - 
directly through cellphones or 
bank accounts, without inept 
or corrupt bureaucrats siphon¬ 
ing some off. “We’re bringing 
the most sophisticated technol¬ 
ogy to the most deprived,” said 
Nilekani. “The hyperconnected 
world is giving us a chance to 
change India faster, at a larger 
scale, than ever before.” □ 
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Our reckless meritocracy 



ROSS DOUTHAT 

© 2011 New York Times News 
Service 

Here is a story about the prom¬ 
ise of America. A boy grows up 
in rural Illinois, fhe grandson of 
a farmer who lost everything in 
the Great Depression. He goes 
to his small-town high school 
and then attends his state uni¬ 
versity, where he walks onto the 
basketball team and graduates 
Phi Beta Kappa. He does a stint 
in the Marine Corps Reserves, 
gets his MBA and then goes to 
work for one of fhe Midwest’s re¬ 
gional banks. 

In a different era, he might have 
stayed there for the rest of his 
career. But he’s lucky enough to 
be coming up in the 1960s and 
‘70s, just as the WASP elite is fad¬ 
ing and the big East Coast insti¬ 
tutions are opening their doors 
to strivers from all over. So our Il¬ 
linois farm boy climbs and keeps 
on climbing. 

He moves to New Jersey and 
goes to work for Goldman 
Sachs. He rises to become the 
company’s CEO, and a million¬ 
aire many times over. He goes 
into politics, winning a term in 
the U.S. Senate and then getting 
elected governor of New Jer¬ 
sey. When Barack Obama wins 
fhe White House, he’s discussed 
as a candidate for Treasury sec¬ 
retary. And when he loses his re- 
election bid, he returns to Wall 
Street as the head of a financial 
services company. 

By now you may have guessed 


fhat I’m talking about Jon Cor- 
zine. If so, you probably know 
that his inspiring story has an un¬ 
happy ending - for New Jersey, 
which faced an enormous bud¬ 
getary mess when Corzine left 
office; for his latest Wall Street 
firm, MF Global, which filed 
for bankruptcy last week after 
somehow mislaying some $600 
million in customer money; and 
for the former farm boy himself, 
who resigned on Friday in dis¬ 
grace. 

But this sudden fall from grace 
doesn’t make Corzine’s life sto¬ 
ry any less emblematic of our 
meritocratic era. Indeed, his rise, 
recklessness and ruin are all of a 
piece. For decades, the United 
States has been opening paths 
to privilege for its brightest and 
most determined young people, 
culling the best and the bright¬ 
est from Illinois and Mississippi 
and Montana and placing them 
in positions of power in New York 
and Washington. By elevating 
the children of farmers and jani¬ 
tors as well as lawyers and stock¬ 
brokers, we’ve created what 
seems like the most capable, 
hardworking, high-IQ elite in all 
of human history. 

And for the last 10 years, we’ve 
watched this same elite lead us 
off a cliff - mostly by being too 
smart for its own good. 

In hereditary aristocracies, de¬ 
bacles tend to flow from stupid¬ 
ity and pigheadedness: Think of 
the Charge of the Light Brigade 
or the Battle of the Somme. In 
one-party states, they tend to 
flow from ideological mania: 
Think of China’s Great Leap For¬ 
ward, or Stalin’s experiment with 
“Lysenkoist” agriculture. 

In meritocracies, though, it’s the 
very intelligence of our leaders 
that creates the worst disasters. 
Convinced that their own skills 
are equal to any task or chal¬ 
lenge, meritocrats take risks 
that lower-wattage elites would 
never even contemplate, em¬ 
bark on more hubristic projects, 
and become infatuated with 


statistical models that hold out 
the promise of a perfectly ratio¬ 
nal and frictionless world. (Or as 
Calvin Trillin put it in these pages, 
quoting a tweedy WASP waxing 
nostalgic for the days when Wall 
Street was dominated by his fel¬ 
low bluebloods: “Do you think 
our guys could have invented, 
say, credit default swaps? Give 
me a break! They couldn’t have 
done the math.”) 

Inevitably, pride goeth before a 
fall. Robert McNamara and the 
Vietnam-era whiz kids thought 
they had reduced war to an 
exact science. Alan Greens¬ 
pan and Robert Rubin thought 
that they had done the same 
to global economics. The ar¬ 
chitects of fhe Iraq war fhoughf 
fhat the U.S. military could liber¬ 
ate the Middle East from fhe toils 
of history; the architects of the 
European Union thought that a 
common currency could do the 
same for Europe. And Jon Cor¬ 
zine thought that his investment 
acumen equipped him to turn a 
second-tier brokerage firm into 
the next Goldman Sachs, by 
leveraging big, betting big and 
waiting for fhe payoff. 

What you see in today’s Repub¬ 
lican primary campaign is a re¬ 
action to exactly these kinds of 
follies - a revolt against the ruling 
class that our meritocracy has 
forged, and a search for outsid¬ 
ers with thinner resumes but bet¬ 
ter instincts. 

But from Michele Bachmann 
to Herman Cain, the outsiders 
haven’t risen to the challenge. 
It will do America no good to 
replace the arrogant with the 
ignorant, the overconfident with 
the incompetent. 

In place of reckless meritocrats, 
we don’t need feckless know- 
nothings. We need intelligent 
leaders with a sense of their 
own limits, experienced people 
whose lives have taught them 
caution. We still need the best 
and brightest, but we need 
them to have somehow learned 
humility along the way.Q 
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Murong Xuecun’s career pushing censorship’s limits 


EDWARD WONG 
© 2011 New York Times 
BEIJING - When the novel¬ 
ist Murong Xuecun showed 
up at a ceremony here late 
last year to collect his first 
literary prize, he clutched a 
sheet of paper with some of 
the most incendiary words 
he had ever written. 

It was a meditation on the 
malaise of censorship. 
“Chinese writing exhibits 
symptoms of a mental dis¬ 
order,” he planned to say. 
“This is castrated writing. I 
am a proactive eunuch, I 
castrate myself even be¬ 
fore the surgeon raises his 
scalpel." 

The ceremony’s organizers 
forbade him to deliver the 
speech. On stage, Murong 
made a zipping motion 
across his mouth and left 
without a word. He then 
did with the speech what 
he had done with three of 
his best-selling novels, all of 
which had gone through a 
harsh censorship process: 
He posted the unexpur¬ 
gated text on the Internet. 
Fans flocked to it. 

Murong Xuecun, the pen 
name of Hao Qun, 37, is 
among the most famous 
of a wave of Chinese writ¬ 
ers who have become 
publishing sensations in the 
past decade because of 
their canny use of the In¬ 
ternet. Murong's books are 
racy and violent and nihil¬ 
istic, with tales of business¬ 
men and officials engaging 
in bribe-taking, brawling, 
drinking, gambling and ca¬ 
vorting with prostitutes in 
China’s booming cities. 

That his books are published 
at all in China shows how 
the industry, once carefully 
controlled by the state, has 
become more market-driv¬ 
en. 

But Murong's prose inevi¬ 
tably runs up against cen¬ 
sorship, which the Chinese 
Communist Party is intent 
on maintaining despite the 
publishing industry’s grad¬ 
ual changes. Murong says 
he is a “word criminal” in 
the eyes of the state, and 
a “coward” in his own eyes 
for engaging in self-censor- 
ship. 

His growing frustrations have 
pushed him to become one 
of the most vocal critics of 
censorship in China. After 


zipping his mouth in Beijing 
last November, he deliv¬ 
ered his banned speech 
three months later in Hong 
Kong. He also discussed the 
issue last weekend in New 
York at the Asia Society. 
Murong owes his commer¬ 
cial success to the fact that 
he has found ways to prac¬ 
tice his art and build a fan 


base on the Internet, out¬ 
side the more heavily po¬ 
liced print industry. 

He addresses political is¬ 
sues on both a blog and a 
microblog account that re¬ 
sembles Twitter, which has 
nearly 1.1 million followers. 
He posts his novels chap¬ 
ter by chapter or in sec¬ 
tions online under different 
pseudonyms as he writes. 
This Dickens-style serializa¬ 
tion generates buzz, and 
the writing evolves with 
reader feedback. Once 
the book is finished or near¬ 
ly so, Murong signs with a 
publisher. The censored 
print editions make money, 
but the Internet versions are 
more complete. 

In 2004, the state-run China 
Radio International called 
Murong's popular first novel 
a “cyber trendsetter” in a 
report that was reposted 
on the website of fhe news¬ 
paper People's Daily, the 
Communist Party's mouth¬ 
piece. Local officials in fhe 


city of Chengdu, where the 
story is set, denounced it. 
The uncensored version 
of the novel, “Chengdu, 
Please Forget Me Tonight,” 
was translated into English 
(“Leave Me Alone: A Novel 
of Chengdu”) by Harvey 
Thomlinson and nominated 
in 2008 for the prestigious 
Man Asian Literary Prize. 


“I simply found it extremely 
fun fo do,” Murong said of 
writing online, as he chain¬ 
smoked one afternoon in 
his 26th-floor Beijing apart¬ 
ment overlooking the West¬ 
ern Hills, a jester’s grin on his 
boyish face. “Later, I real¬ 
ized that the writers and 
readers on the Internet 
changed the course of Chi¬ 


nese literature and started 
a new phenomenon.” 

The Internet has ignited a 
revolution in China’s pub¬ 
lishing industry by allowing a 
diversity of voices to bloom. 
Publishing houses can spot 
new talents and buy the 
rights for print editions. All 
this has contributed to the 
market reforms of fhe past 


decade and debate with¬ 
in the party about how to 
both nurture and control 
the industry. 

Although its systemic cen¬ 
sorship crushes creativity, 
the party craves domestic 
and international respect 
for China’s cultural out¬ 
put. After a four-day policy 
meeting on culture and 


ideology in October, the 
party’s Central Committee 
said China needed to bol¬ 
ster its soft power and “cul¬ 
tural security” with more 
“outstanding cultural prod¬ 
ucts." Last week. People's 
Daily ran a commentary 
that called for the state to 
build up publishing houses 
into companies with inter¬ 
national brands so their 
books can help spread 
“socialist core values.” And 
some officials ache for a 
mainland Chinese writer to 
win the Nobel Prize for Lit¬ 
erature. 

Chinese rulers have long 
had a complicated rela¬ 
tionship with books, pro¬ 
moting ones that enshrine 
official thought and history 
while banning or destroy¬ 
ing others. Qin Shihuang, 
ancient China’s unifier, 
burned books and buried 
scholars alive. In the 18th 
century, the Qianlong em¬ 
peror purged thousands 
of texts and their authors 
for treasonous ideas while 
assembling a vast imperial 
collection to be printed. 
Mao Zedong and his com¬ 
rades were no different. 

As intellectual discourse be¬ 
gan to flower again in the 
1980s, writers like Yu Hua, 
Mo Yan and Su Tong cast 
a critical eye on Chinese 
history and rural society. 
Wang Shuo wrote urban 
“hooligan” literature. But it 
was the spread of the In¬ 
ternet in the late 1990s that 
really opened the flood¬ 
gates. 

Younger writers went on¬ 
line to tell tales of boom- 
era China. One website, 
Rongshuxia, was particular¬ 
ly influential, carrying nov¬ 
els by Annie Baobei, Ning 
Caishen and Li Xunhuan 
(the pen name of Lu Jinbo, 
now a prominent publisher 
who supports Murong). In 
recent years, the Internet 
has popularized genre fic¬ 
tion, and bookstores here 
now stock the whole gamut: 
science fiction and fantasy, 
horror, detective, teenage 
romance and, most lucra¬ 
tive of all, children’s stories. 
“The Internet created all, 
and I say all, the literary 
trends that took off in 2005 
and afterward,” said Jo Lus- 
by, managing director of 
Penguin China.Q 



Murong Xuecun, a popular Chinese novelist, at his home in Beijing. Xuecun often runs afoul of 
censors, which has pushed him to become a vocal critic of censorship in China and driven him 
to publish on the Internet. 

(Shiho Fukada/The New York Times) 



Li Xunhuan, with the penname of Lu Jinbo, now a prominent 
publisher who supports Murong Xuecun, a popular Chinese 
novelist, at his home in Beijing. 

(Shiho Fukada/The New York Times) 






























